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Angola confirms key town 
fallen to UNITA 

LUANDA <Rj 7 - The Angolan government confirmed 
jj, ttfelmssday 11 had lost the city of Mbanza Con"o 
ae my w *e 01 ! town of Soya, to UNITA rebels but 
‘rtpved.ro contain the rebel group's advance. “f Defence 
^jaSifx) General Pedro Sebasiiao... confirmed in the 
pjeiary assembly fof the Angolan parliainenij that in 
effect Mbanza Congo had been taken by UNITA.” a 
jgy^man for Sebastian said in a statement. “Never- 
theless, the FAA [Angolan Armed Forces! are regroup- 
ing with more men. mom sophisticated technical equip- 
ment, more arms to contain the UNITA advance.” the 
statement said. UNITA Secretary General Paulo 
Lufcaraba Goto told Reuters in a telephone interview 
earlier on Wednesday that Mbanza Conso was taken 
cm Tuesday night after a fierce battle." 
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Fastiink would like to announce its new 
Showrooms Hours: 

8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Saturdays-Thursdays 
and from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
on Fridays. 

For more information cal! us at: 

Amman 551 2010. Tavebat Village 4770 770. 

Aqaba S3 322 557. Jrbid 02 251 6St 
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Thousands congratulate Prince Abdullah on designation as heir 

O — iMBtffnfi nPinru^' n -.1 . i . , 

Monarch in stable 
condition at Mayo 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


: f|p A- ~- 

wjnrdi ^ is Crown Prince, and several 
J : Arab leaders sent cables of 
phut,*, support to the new heir. 

MT «i* in hM Among the guests greeting 
ujuKandr 7 1 - ^ Crawn Prince was his 
■u ^ihem ?uncfe HRH Prince Hassan. 

• U'Uims the f m ; whom His Majesty King Hus- 
"vomniunitm, on scin had relieved from his 
Maii„n en .; dmi» ^ successor after >4 
1 duty vtsiBittteirtotfte Throne on 

"rddrihan ' Monday. 

J an oriiuai fr, Hours hater; Prince Abdullah 
i had been was swam in as Regent, and 
tfce King was njshed back to 
TtOninn m.a the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
ipping mot^j ^Jjnnesoia, suffering from 
fever and a low 


ows down 
affic 


ihe-room. 


recurrent 
blood coanL 

“May you be successful. 
God willing,” Prince Hassan 
-.SHAM iaFPi aJd his 36-year-old nephew, 
Abide tKxier .jf who heads the army's elite 
‘-n >upenr.odd ; Special Forces. 

: :?cc-.\ i ^ 5 l-y ear ‘ oW P™ 06 Ha s- 
,r r,i- nucceofe,] 30 w, ' an ^y bugged Prince 
■v.ine L Jr . ..uiqtfc . Abdullah, and his presence 

t-> - 1 ™ “ !f ause : Mff 1 “? 

irs! L,. r < 0 . r.'l hinj ^ lau sb ,er echoed through 

-J >'< piaans 
piciurc a 1 ' 
v.'deiWi ryidfl u; 

".ter. in Barham, tg 

:>ei ,.ni. after m. 

ignored 

.•r.J-v.naer. 'ptes .AMMAN (Petra) — In reply to 
•l-h, ..ji tneiFipa FfeMajesty IQng Hussein’s let- 
Kf to His Royal Highness 

.Ian in bad4ueip Dtt ’ n 

Regent, the Prince on Wednes- 
sUICfde bid day reassured the King that he 
will fotftM' m his footsteps co 
? iGREB .p.-A^lbe Jondanian people fulfil 
^ m -to - ndiooal aspirations and 

. enotg national uniQr and acrue\'- 
-■jM-r'- * ■ - , prosperity for all. 

! '■iftr*’ ' o®* received \vitfi gjear 

" u ' ^ .pride your message in which 
’ • VourMajesty passed to me your 

".'•vi ' r, iunr'. “ ^iirectives afier you had entrust- 
-r--?? r ‘’^vAl me with the" post of Crown 
T 1 1 , • .Rina of 3on±m and granted 
"a- r.«._J.W J| s> ^ine your confidsnce, which is 
J.s.i-' ,r - ^the dearea thing in my life and 
: . • !•' ‘ 1 consider as one of your 

Uj :^rn [numerous good deeds to your 
Hashemite family and to the 
. ^ aawi which you have built and 

% ^ whose prosperity you have 

a jnc i b ; *'wn stn 4 gUng with great 
.mciik ^ iSots and with great wisdom 
' -:i' ^ coura S^ n said the Crown 

, on Wednesday in his !ci- 

Klns-S 

eSCf CiStS '* w ^Mfca\TJuis on various fronts to 
sfeve peace and stability, 

L ni'i^fhiioe Ahdulfah said: “You have 
*■ sl ' \*' iS>S:xa your people's 

r i!, "r',Ni»w I ' ilBn *, defying all difficulties 
.-i Ts<nd challaiges which have 

:r: : !jjis |tXe d the re^on over the past 

..;• • - ■ _jtu ' iJ aacfes and succeeded in 

:• r f.'chieving great national feats 

■ J (f- — - 


Bahrain's Crown Prince 
Sheikh Salman Ben Hamad 
Bcalssu At Khalifa also mack; 
a brief stopover in Amman on 
Wednesday to congratulaie 
Prince .Abdullah, who has 
ckveloped strong ties with 
several Gulf Arab leaders dur- 
ing his army tenure. 

He received cables of well- 
vvishes from Saudi Arahia’s 
King Fahd and Crown Prince 
Abdullah, Kuwait’s Emir 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad Al 
Sabah and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sa'ad Abdullah Al 
Sabah, Bahrain's Emir Sheikh 
fssa Ben Salman. Prime Min- 
ister Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Salman and Army Chief of 
Staff Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa, 
and Qatar's Crown Prince 
Sheikh Jassim Ben Hamad Al 
Thani. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat sent a cable to the new 
Crown Prince saying that he 
held him in high regard and 
prayed that God would protect 
him in serving Jordan as well 
as the Arab and Islamic 
nations in defending their his- 
torical and religious rights to 
their land and holy sites. 
Arafat praised the “distin- 
guished” relations between 
Jordan and Palestine, and 


praised King Hussein's stands, 
and 'Sincere and constructive 
dibits in supporting the Pales- 
tinian paipie and tlieir legiti- 
mate struggle in order to end 
the Israeli occupation of our 
land and to reclaim the Pales- 
tinian people's rights, includ- 
ing their right of rerum and 
determining their own fate and 
establishing an independent 
Palestinian state on their 
national soil with Jerusalem as 
its capiud 

French President Jacques 
Chirac also wished the Crown 
Prince good luck. 

Tup government, army, 
intelligence, police and civil 
defence officials, former 
prime ministers, senators, 
deputies, journalists, women 
activists and political puny 
leaders jammed the ceremoni- 
al palace early yesterday to 
express allegiance to Prince 
Abdullah and to inquire about 
the King's health. 

Standing before a gold- 
rimmed throne, the Prince, 
clad in a navy blue business 
suit, also greeted Arab and 
Western ambassadors accred- 
ited to Jordan. 

Many officials, parliamen- 
tarians and tribal leaden, 
embraced Prince Abdullah 



HRH Crown Prince Abdullah and HRH Prince Hassan at Wednesday’s ceremony in which 
wdUrwishers detivered their congratulations to Prince Abdullah (Photo by Yousef -.Allan) 


and putted him on the shoul- 
der in a traditional sign of sup- 
port 

Witnesses said Priive 
Abdullah sought to reassure 
the well-wishers that the King 
was still in good condition. 
“He’s fine, thank God" he fold 


them. 

Before die three- hour cere- 
mony, Prince Abdullah, 
accompanied by the cltaimtan 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Field MurduiJ Abdul Hafez 
Mira’i Kaabneh. inspected a 
euanJ of honour. 


His unde, HRH Prince 
Mohammad escorted Prince 
Abdullah throughout the cere- 
mony. 

Officials said the heavy 
turnout at the palace under- 
lined Jordanian support for 
King Hussein's decision. 


AMMAN iJ.T.r — HK 
Majeslv King Hussein Was 
rep-xned in stable condition 
Wednesday evening at the 
Ma }0 Clinic, the Rusal 
Palace and his pin, sicluis 
said Wednesday. 

Jordan Television quoted 
a Jordanian embassy source 
in Washington as saying 
that after undergoing a 
medical check-up and 
receiving immediate treat- 
ment. the King was in sta- 
ble condition. 

The King, who returned 
suddenly to the U.S. on 
Tuesday only a week after 
his homecoming following 
six months of treatment for 
cancer, was described by 
his doctors as suffering 
from recurrent fevers and a 
low blood count before his 
departure. 

The embassy source said 
Wednesday that both symp- 
toms were under control 


and rh.tt the King's doctors 
at the Rochester. Minnesota 
clinic had addressed his 
immediate shun -term 
health problems. 

Here in the region. Pales- 
tinian ieuder Nasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu were 
reported to have joined 
ranks on Wednesday to 
wish King Hussein a 
speedy recovery. 

"1 hope that His Majesty- 
will return stronger and 
safer so that we can coordi- 
nate together as wc used to 
do." Arafat said in Gaza. 

Netanyahu expressed his 
concern saying. "We’re 
monitoring the situation of 
King Hussein's health. I 
think it wouldn't be an 
exaggeration to say that our 
prayers accompany him at 
this moment.” 


Regent pledges to follow in King’s footsteps 


that have allowed this country to 
enjoy tlte respect of the entire 
world by leading the Kingdom 
towards comprehensive devel- 
opment and consolidating inter- 
na! stability and laying the foun- 
dations of peace in this region, 
whose nations have suffered 
dearly from wars and conflicts.” 

"You have opened the way for 
the democratic process by lay- 
ing down its principles in which 
you believe and w hich embody 
the spirit of freedom and respect 
for human rights," said the 
Crown Prince, who was sworn 
in as Regent on Tuesday prior to 
the King’s return to the U.S. for 
further medical attention. 

Stressing that he will benefit 
from the King's teachings. 
Prince Abdullah said: "I hud the 
honour to leam from you and to 
benefit from yourwide expertise 
and leadership, and 1 will follow 
in your footsteps drawing on 
yotir great Hashemite principles, 
your tolerance and noble charac- 
ter on wiiich we have been 
raised. 1 have learnt from you 
that the one great family of Jor- 
danians of different origins con- 
stitutes our dan and they are the 
companions of King Hussein, 
and the descendants of great 
vanguards, the companions of 
Al Hussein Ben Ali and (he late 
King Abdullah, the founder of 
the Kingdom, ^bu have been a 
leader, "teacher, father, brother 


and friend to everyone, conse- 
crating every moment of your 
life to serving the Jordanian peo- 
ple. protecting their rights and 
dignity' and achieving their aspi- 
rations". 

Referring to the Hashemite 
Royal Family, the Regent said: 
"My lord, 1 am but one member 
of this family, and they are my 
family and the source of my 
pride. 1 will act in a manner that 
will ensure the continued prima- 
cy of the spirit of aflecoon. altru- 
ism and selflessness in this fam- 
ily. The great Hashemite princi- 
ples wifi serve as the foundation 
on which relations between us 
will be based and 1 will place 
the higher national interests 
above all other aHisiderutions. 
regarding them as the most sub- 
lime objectives." 

Pledging to fulfil the King’s 
expectations, the Regent said. "1 
am but one of your faithful sol- 
diers. and ;ls you have endowed 
me with your confidence I 
pledge to work with all my 
power and in line with the direc- 
tives contained in your message 
to me to pursue die march of 
good deeds to serve the nation 
and the Jordanian people, to 
help them achieve their aspira- 
tions of development, progress, 
and a dignified and secure tile, 
and to safeguard national unity 
and die domestic from." 

The Regent wished the King 


good healdi and prayed that God 
will bless Itint with His grace. 

Before departing Jordan on 
Tuesday to return to the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. Minnesota, 
King Hussein sent a letter to 
Crown Prince Abdullah in 
which he reaffirmed his confi- 
dence in him and his ability to 
shoulder his responsibilities 
with loyalty, altruism and self- 
denial. expressing full support 
for him. 

In his message die King said: 
"I send you true .Arab 
Hashemite greetings, love and 
confidence. 1 take pride in you as 
u Hashemite knight and a soldier 
of die nation and Crown Prince." 

"1 have entrusted you with die 
post of Crown Prince fully con- 
fident that you will shoulder the 
responsibility. As my son I have 
known you to love the home- 
land and to feel totally attached 
to it and exerting all efforts to 
serve it with selflessness and 
avoiding ostentation and pre- 
tence, acting with a strong will, 
seeking objectivity, and acting in 
line with Hashemite principles 
and in a manner to please God 
and gain the affection of people 
through modesty and demon- 
strated concern to serve them 
with justice and equality, placing 
the interests of die nation above 
all other considerations" the 
King said. 

King Hussein added: "You 


know that Jordan has inherited 
tlte principles of (he Great Arab 
Revolt and its great mission, and 
that the Kingdom is an integral 
part of the Arab Nation and Uxat 
the Jordanian people will con- 
tinue to be at the forefront 
defending tlx: nation and sup- 
porting its causes. You also 
realise that tills great nation has 
over the past decades offered 
sacrifices in die course of 
defending these principles and 
nobJc values. You also realise 
that the people of Jordan, of var- 
ious roots and origins, have 
never shirked tivir duty and 
never disappointed their leader- 
ship and their nation as they 
have always heen loyal to their 
nation and capable and reads to 
confront difficulties and chal- 
lenges. Tlie Jordanian people 
have the right to expect from 
their leadership to wort: for their 
present and future and to 
achieve for them ;i dignified life 
and the protection of their rights 
as provided fi>r in the Constitu- 
tion." 

"\ am confident that you will 
continue to act as one of the 
Hashemite family, respecting 
them and loving each member, 
seeking with all your power to 
unite them and spreiid afleetion 
among them and to consult w ith 
them and ensure that everyone’s 
rights are saJegumJed." the 
Kin*: added. 
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Palestinians 
; ; ^;i 5 h°t by 
:S:l srae li amy’ 

W :n ‘ %Ji ^UPIED JERUSALEM 
^ j Israeli soldiers shot 
wounded four Pales- 
.w" during clashes on 

" . ■ 1 h ..| f^Mtiesday near a refugee 

■ :U> West Bank, a 

■ «fistinian hospital official 

:V . -rf ? 1 

Palestinians have 
'i eP -g() J® admitted to hospital 
isn 11 ®^ S sb 01 the legs 

* • bullets by Israeli 

during clashes in 

, l ' i!r ''' r T^dia [refugee camp]." 
1 ‘ .- i - ; . ^ official'at Ramallah 

. Sa id none of the four 
^ in serious condition. 

• .f r'‘ v> army said it was 

1 ; ..'¥jdng the information. 

.v.‘ .. ?■*. ’loesses said Palestini- 

^ the camp threw rocks 


%. 1 . l army jeeps near 

p- : V ;y fefijgee carap and sol- 

\ -"^‘responded with gun- 




Iraq vows to down U.S. war planes, 
urges uprisings in S. Arabia, Kuwait 


BAGHDAD l AFP) — - Iraq 
vowed on Wednesday to use 
"all means” to combat an esca- 
lation in the U.S. air campaign 
as MPs called for uprisings in 
Kuwait and Saudi .Arabia. 

The 250 MPs meeting in spe- 
cial session voted by a show of 
hands on a resolution calling on 
the Arab masses who protested 
as 5 un .11 ihe US. and British 
strikes last month "to overthrow 
these regimes’’ in Kuwait and 
Riyadh. 

■'■Hired regimes who haw 
directly or indirectly assisted in 
ihe asgression should be con- 
sidered part of an imperialist 
plot against the Arab Nation. 

Present Saddam Hussein 
called on Jan. 5 for Arabs to 
overthrow their leaders jxjncu- 
laiiy in Saudi Arabia. wtadiBj 
Kuwait allows VS. and Bnnsh 
forces to use their air buses- 

77 *? parliament also called tor 
Arab countries to lift *e 
international embargo on 
“urulaierally and idiM 
and to condemn the USj«l 
fltwi’tt! and the 


zones they enforce. 

\^ce Resident Tahu Yassin 
Ramadan thundered defiance. 

“Iraq will use all means tind 
all its capacities to face up to the 
U.S. and British planes which 
are violating iis airspace and 
sovereignty.” he .said on Iraqi 
televisicm. 

Referring to U.S. air forces 
based in Saudi Arabia, he said 
Baghdad held the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council and pro- U.S. Arab 
leaders to blame for "danvigcs 
inflicted by these aggressiw 
actions.” 

U.S. fighter jets struck Iraqi 
positions for a founh consecu- 
tive day on Tuesday as U.S. and 
British planes patrolled "no-fly” 
zones. But there was no report 
of incidents on Vfcdnes&iy. 

Rying from hases in Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, Turkey and 
from a U.S. carrier in Gulf 
watera, the planes ptitrol the 
northern and southern Junes. 

Iraq said II civilians were 
killed on Monday as a U.S. 
missile crashed into a densely- 
populated area near ihe south- 


ern cicy of Basra, reducing sev- 
eral homes to rubble. 

"We regret the stray missile 
an Basra that killed .several 
civilians” U.S. Secretary uf 
Srate Madeleine Albright said 
in Cairo after meeting President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

‘The use of force is not our 
preferred rneduinism." she stud, 
adding that ilie United Suites 
w-xiuld continue to seek Sad- 
dam’s L'oni^iance with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. 
Site bter flew to Riyadh. 

The Pentagon admitted that a 
stray U.S. missile with a 2JU0U 
pound warhead exploded in a 
residential anxi on Monday. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Kanial Khani/i. meanwhile, 
called on the United Slates to 
apologise over the landing ol an 
Iraq-bound missile in on Iranian 
bunfcr town. 

"The United States should 
present its apologies and repair 
the damage incurred.” Kharazi 
said. 

U.S. National Security Advis- 
er Samuel Better disclosed iliat 


LIS. pilots patrolling the exclu- 
sion zones have been operating 
under expanded rules of 
engagement since the lbur-day 
LI.S.-Brilish air campaign in 
December. 

"We arc going alter pons of 
the {Iraqi air defence] system 
dial wc think vve can success- 
fully attack and degrade,” 
Baam said. “We arc attacking 
the system quite broadly.” 

An Iraqi information ministry 
spkikesnion reacted by saving 
Iraq was "exercising its Jegiti- 
muio right to self-defence” and 
would continue to challenge 
U.S. and British overflights. 

"Sandy Berger and hLs Presi- 
dent Clinton want to ignore the 
fact that there is no law or 
international resolution to justi- 
lS 1 the exclusion zones.” the 
.spokesman .said. 

Before Desert Fox, U.S. fi^u- 
eis mostly retaliated in a tit-for- 
ut fashion and only when 
directly illuminated by radar 
from Iraqi surf:tce-io-air missile 
batteries or aircraft. 


Arab, foreign officials 
show support for new heir 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — A tide of com- 
ments from leading 
international figures Wednes- 
day showed support for HN 
Majesty' King Hussein’s deci- 
sion to designate his eldest son 
HRH Prince Abdullah as 
Crown Prince. 

But the sudden departure of 
the King early Tuesday to the 
U.S. for additional medical 
attention, exactly one week 
after his homecoming, raised 
concerns from Israeli officials 
and experts on Wednesday. 

King Hussein, whose doc- 
tors said was suffering front 
recurrent fevers and a low 
blood count, was reported to 
be in stable condition at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 
Minnesota, where he recently 
underwent six months of 
chemotherapy and a stem-cell 
transplant for non -Hodgkins 
lymphoma. 

UJS. Secretary of State 
Madeleine .Albright in Cairo 
tor talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, on 
Wednesday promised support 
for Jordan, praising the "mag- 
nificent job" done by King 
Hussein. 

"Obviously what is going on 
in Jordan is an internal affair” 
Albright who will bo visiting 
today to offer congratulatioas 
to the Ciwn Prince, said m a 
news conference. 

"Jordan is a very important 
country to us," she said, 
describing the King as a very 


important regional leader. "We 
will stand by Jordan and hope 
that tilts transition is one that 
does not create problems." 

King Hussein replaced his 
younger brother HRH Prince 
Hassan as Crown Prince on 
Monday. Prince Hassan had 
been heir to the Throne for 34 
years, during which he worked 
on establishing many of the 
Kingdom's economic, scien- 
tific institutes and think tanks'. 

"King Hussein has done a 
magnificent job and is now 
arranging for a succession,” 
Albright said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa added: “We wish 
them well — the King and the 
Crown Prince and Jordan. Jor- 
dan is a sister country and on 
important country in the equa- 
tion of peace in the Middle 
EjsL" Musa said. 

In Baghdad, the Iraqi daily 
Babel Wednesday said King 
Hussein was prudent in 
appointing his eldest son as his 
successor, saying the move “is 
considered one of the most 
intelligent political decisions 
which King Hus'scin has 
token, particularly in the 
1990s.” 

Babel, owned by Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son 
L’day. said of the new heir, 
"Prince Abdullah possesses a 
brave character and is accept- 
ed by the military and has 
good relations with them." 

Lasr month, Iraq’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
accused Prince Hassan of 
meddling in Iraq’s internal 
affairs and criticised him for 


not condemning U.S-led air 
strikes against Iraq in Decem- 
ber. 

In an interview on Jan. 20 
with CNN. the Jay after his 
homecoming following his 
cancer treatment in the U.S.. 
the King indicated he was dis- 
satisfied with the way the 
Crown Prince handled the 
Iraqi situation, saying perhaps 
he would have handled it dif- 
ferently. 

News of King Hussein's 
abrupt return to the U.S. had 
Israeli officials :ind experts 
worried. However, the Israeli 
government was careftil to 
down play any likelihood of 
an erosion of ties with Jordan. 

"What worries us the most is 
that any change in leadership 
in Jordon involves uncenain- 
ties :ind we must follow devel- 
opments with the utmost 
attention. " a senior official laid 
AFP on condition of anonymi- 
ty. 

"We are convinced, howev- 
er. that our peaceful relations 
with Jordon will continue 
because this is in die strategic 
interest of both nations." he 
said. 

The official and other Israeli 
experts described Prince 
Abdullah, who turns 37 on 
Saturday, as a respected mili- 
tary officer with demonstrated 
abilities as a commander. The 
Crown Prince holds the rank 
of major general in the Armed 
Forces and is commander of 
the Special Forces Command. 

(Continued on'page 2\ 


Palestinians say new Israeli 
law violates peace principles 


RAMALLAH <AP/ — A top 
Palestinian official said 
Wednesday that a new Israeli 
law restricting withdrawals 
from illegally annexed land 
violates the spirit of peace 
agreements. 

Syria has also accused Israel 
of promoting tensions with the 
law, which applies to the 
G.vlan Heights and .Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

The bill stipulating a nation- 
al referendum and an absolute 
majority vote in parliament, 
passed its final reading with a 
vote of 53-30 in the Knesset on 
Tuesday. 

It received support from 
government and opposition 
legislators. 


Lead Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said the law vva> 
an effort to restrict future nego- 
tiations. on the principle of 
land-lor-peace. set down in the 
1991 Madrid peace confer- 
ence between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

"This is a cardinal violation 
of the principle that we went to 
Madrid on... calling for the 
return of all occupied land.” 
Erckai told the .Associated 
Press. 

Tlte Palestinians want east 
Jerusalem as the capital of a 
future state. Jerusalem is on 
the agenda for final status 
negoriarions slated tew later this 
year. 

' Israel has insisted that Arab 


east Jerusalem will remain the 
country’s indivisible "eternal 
capital." 

In Damascus, the govern- 
ment-run newspaper Ttshrccn 
said in an editorial that the 
decision means "there would 
be no peace in this region and 
that the only choices arc war or 
tension.” lsraeli-Syrian peace 
talks, which have not taken 
place since early 19%. have 
often foundered on the Golan 
issue. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu believes 
the strategic plateau is essen- 
tial to national security. Syria 
sees their unconditional return 
as a prerequisite for peace. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Eight kidnapped in Yemen 


,, o«er 

habile 


SANAA (AP) — Yemeni 
tribesmen have kidnapped 
force Germans, government 
and tribal officials said 
Wednesday. 

Five Yemenis were abducted 
along with the Germans on 
Tuesday evening, the german 
foreign ministry said. 

The hostages have been 
taken to AJ Jawf in northern 
Yemen, where a British couple 
and a Dutch family of four 
kidnapped on Jan. 17 are being 
held the tribal official said. 

The kidnappers’ demands 
were not immediately known. 

A government official con- 
firmed the kidnapping, but 
refused to provide details. He 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In Bonn, the German foreign 
ministry said tribesmen had 
kidnapped eight people, 
including three Germans. 

Ministry spokesman Martin 
Erdmann said the hostages 
comprised a 30-year-old Ger- 
man aid worker, her Yemeni 
husband and their three 
Yemeni children, the aid 
worker’s brother and his wife, 
both German nationals, and 
the group's Yemeni driver. 

The aid worker worked for 


the government's aid pro- 
gramme. German Develop- 
ment Services. Her brother 
and sister-in-law were visiting 
Yemen. 

Erdmann said Germany had 
asked the Yemeni government 
to do everything possible to 
ensure the safety 7 of the 
hostages. 

The case appeared to be a 
“classic" Yemeni kidnapping 
involving members of a tribe 
that hoped to pressure die gov- 
ernment into improving local 
services. Erdmann said It did 
not appear to be the work of 
Islamist militants. Erdmann 
said. 

Tribesmen, who control 
large parts of Yemen, frequent- 
ly kidnap foreigners to gain 
economic concessions from 
their government. Hostages 
generally are well-treated and 
released unharmed. 

The German ambassador to 
Yemen. Helga von Strachwitz. 
w ho was in Germany at the 
time of the abduction, w as 
returning to Yemen Wednes- 
day: Erdmann added 

Meanwhile. Yemen arrested 
six fugitives, including three 
Britons, suspected of ties to six 
other men who went on trial in 


Aden on Wednesday on 
charges of plotting murder and 
sabotage, the interior ministry 
said. 

“Security forces in Shabwa 
govemorare today arrested the 
remaining members of the 
extremist terrorist gang who 
have remained at large." the 
official Yemeni news agency 
S.ABA said quoting an interi- 
or ministry official. 

It said die group, including 
two members of an Islamist 
group that kidnapped 1 6 West- 
ern tourists last month, surren- 
dered to security forces on 
Wednesday, one day after 
being surrounded in the Shab- 
wa Mountains in eastern 
Yemen. 

Among those arrested was 
Mohammad Mustafa Kamel, 
son of Abu Hamza A1 Masri. 
an Afghan war veteran living 
in Britain whose extradition is 
being sought by 'Yemen so that 
he can stand trial for alleged 
ties to Islamist groups operat- 
ing in the Arab state. 

SABA said two of the others 
arrested were British passport 
holders while a fourth was an 
Algerian travelling on a 
French passport It said he had 
been living in Britain. 


The agency said the remain- 
ing two were an Algerian 
national and a Yemeni citizen 
who had taken pan in the 
killing of four Western tourists 
among the 16 seized last 
month. 

The six men were taken for 
questioning and would even- 
tually be put on trial, the 
agency stud. 

In London, a foreign office 
spokesman said: ‘We are 
aware of the repons. We have 
asked our ambassador in 
Sanaa to make investigations 
as a matter of urgency." 

Earlier on Wednesday, five 
Britons and a man carrying a 
French passport were charged 
with planning to form an 
armed gang to carry out mur- 
der. sabotage and bombings 
threatening Yemen’s security. 

The men. w ho appeared in 
court in Aden yelling they had 
been tortured pleaded not 
suiltv- They were arrested on 
Dec. 24. 

The prosecutor also charged 
that the six w ere linked to 
Masri, head of the London- 
based Supporters of Sharia 
l Islamic law) group, as well as 
to the leader of the kidnappers 
of the 16 Western tourists. 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Albright in S. Arabia for Iraq talks 

RIYADH (AFP) — U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright flew in Wednesday for talks with King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia on Washington’s policy of “containment and regime 
change” in neighbouring Iraq. Albright, who arrived from 
Cairo, was also expected to meet Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz and her Saudi counterpart Prince Saud AJ Faisal. 
U.S. officials said. “We are going to consult the Saudi authori- 
ties about our policy toward Iraq of containment and regime 
change.” said a spokesman for Albright. In Cairo. Albright 
expressed ’’regret” for a deadly U.S. missile strike near the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra, but said the United States would 
continue to enforce the "no-fly” zones in Iraq. 

Britain sees no new campaign against Iraq 

DOHA ( AFP) — Junior British Foreign Minister Derek Faich- 
ett said here Wednesday that London and Washington were not 
planning a repeal of their four days of air-strikes against Iraq in 
December. But he stressed that U.S. and British warplanes 
would continue to patrol “no-fly" zones over northern and 
southern Iraq. The patrols have triggered almost daily clashes 
between U.S. and Iraqi forces. 

.Arafat prepared to meet Arens 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
said on Wednesday that he was prepared to meet Israel’s new 
defence minister. Moshe Arens, whose hawkish views have 
raised concerns of a further deterioration in Israeli-Palestinian 
ties. “Arens is minister of defence in the Israeli government 
and, if he wants to meet me, I am ready” Arafat said in 
response to journalists’ questions at his office in Gaza City. 
Arafat insisted that even if Netanyahu is re-elected, peace talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians will cany ore 

‘Algerian rebels kill seven’ 

ALGIERS (R) — Islamist rebels slashed the throats of seven 
people after setting up a fake roadblock near Algiers, a local 
newspaper reported on Wednesday. The rebels stopped a van 
in which the seven were travelling and dragged them to the 
roadside before cutting their throats, said L’ Authentique news- 
paper. The killings took place on Tuesday in the Boutra region, 
60 km east of Algiers. The newspaper did not say whether the 
victims were civilians or government soldiers on leave. 


Few Palestinians 
think press is 
independent — poll 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Few Palestinians think 
the Palestinian press in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip Is indepen- 
dent, according to an opinion 
poll published on Wednesday. 

The survey by the Palestinian- 
run Jerusalem Media and Com- 
munications Cenue indicated 
that only eight per cent of the 
1,192 Palestinians polled 
believed they had an indepen- 
dent press. 

About 33 per cent said they 
were dissatisfied or very dissat- 
isfied with the state of press 
freedom in Palestinian-con- 
trolled areas, while 19 per cent 
responded that they were satis- 
fied. 

Another 33 per cent said they 
were undecided on the issue and 


TURKISH JOURNALIST FREED FROM PRISON: Turkish journalist Ragip Duran (KY, who served a sefen- 
and-a-faaif month imprisonment term in Saray prison, receives a bouquet of flowers from friends as he t&freed 
from the jail in the western Turkish town on Wednesday. Turkish protest singer Suavi Saygan (L) wasotoeaj 
those who welcomed the journalist outside the prison. Duran had begun serving a 10-month sentencernLihe 
prison last June, under strict anti-terrorism laws following an interview he conducted with Kurdish rebdta^ 
Abdullah Ocalan (Reuters photo) - 


Israeli Supreme Court to decide on 
issue of ‘bargaining chip’ detainees 


seven per cent declined to 
answer. 

Palestinian Minister of State 
for Parliamentary .Affairs Nabil 
Amr — who owns one of three 
main local new spapers in the 
West Bank and Gaza — denied 
that press freedoms were 
restricted. 

"This poll is not true. There is 
a wide margin of press free- 
doms in Palestinian areas that is 
not matched in any other Arab 
state. Any person can write what 
he likes and there is no censor- 
ship on the press,” he told 
Reuters. 

Palestinian journalists and 
human rights groups have fre- 
quently complained of interfer- 
ence by the Palestinian National 
Authority. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel’s 
Supreme Court weighed on 
Wednesday whether Israel 
can hold foreign nationals 
without trial as “bargaining 
chips” in negotiations over 
missing soldiers. 

A nine-justice panel began 
bearing an appeal by lawyers 
for 10 Lebanese prisoners in 
Israeli jails to overturn an ear- 
lier ruling by a three-judge 
panel allowing foreigners to 
be held for prisoner swaps if 
vital state interests are at 
stake. 

No decision was expected 
on Wednesday in the closed 
door hearing. 

Human rights groups have 
condemned the previous rul- 


ing as legitimising state-spon- 
sored hostage-taking and have 
urged the coun to release the 
men immediately. 

“We are talking about peo- 
ple. a number of whom were 
16 years old when they were 
abducted to Israel," Zvi Rish. 
a lawyer for the prisoners, told 
Israel Radio, noting that some 
of die detainees 'had been 
imprisoned for the last 10 
years. 

“Authorities do not say the 
detainees committed any 
crime and admit— they are 
being held only for bargaining 
purposes," said Tomer Feffer. 
spokesman for Israel's lead- 
ing rights group B’tselem. 

”A man should pay a price 


for his actions alone. No one 
is accusing them of anything.” 
Feffer told Reuters. 

Amnesty International 
called Israel's continued 
detention of the men a “fla- 
grant violation of internation- 
al law” 

'This is the last chance for 
the Supreme Court to reject its 
decision, unprecedented in 
the world, that it is legal for 
the stare to engage in hostage- 
taking.” Amnesty said in a 
statement 

Most - "of the Lebanese 
abducted by Israel are mem- 
bers of the Iranian-backed 
HizboQah movement which 
is fighting to oust Israeli 
troops from an occupation 


zone in south Lebanoc- Y 

Israel, which has cootwBed 
parts of south Lebano^ra* 
1978. set up its self-det^cd 
security’ zone in the area is 
1985 to protect its noriteo 
borders from potentiaLguo- 
rilla attacks. 

In addition to tbeJ-lO 
Lebanese included in^fk 
appeal, B'tselem said llhfter 
Lebanese were being Tril 
without trial as “adnrit^ 
tive detainees." 

Prominent among them at 
Hizbollah cleric SheikhAfiiM 
Karim Obeid abducted ftps 
his home by Israeli cwmoafr 
dos in 1989, and Islamist Ac- 
tion leader Mustafa Boaiji. 
seized from his house in 1994. 


Officials show support for new heir Palestinians say law violates peace principl# 


( Continued from page 1) 

“What we don’t know is 
what his political beliefs are," 
the official said, adding how- 
ever that the Crown Prince has 
had contacts with Israelis both 
during his studies in the United 
Slates and during his military 
career. 

Experts and former diplo- 
mats voiced specific concerns. 

“Israel has every reason to be 
concerned about a possible 
destabilisation of the 


Hashemite monarchy in Jor- 
dan. although this seems very’ 
unlikely at this point," said Shi- 
mon Shamir, a professor of 
political science who served as 
Israel’s first ambassador to Jor- 
dan from 1995 to 1997. 

If King Hussein succumbs to 
cancer, Shamir said, it could 
modify relations between East 
Bank Jordanians and those of 
Palestinian origin. 

Looking at what be sees as 
potentially concurrent and dan- 
gerous developments in the 


region. Jordan expert Joseph 
Nevo from Haifa University 
cited the U.S.-Iraqi crisis, foe 
changes in Jordan and the 
political uncertainty in Israel as 
its political parties prepare for 
the May national elections. 

‘What would happen wifo 
Amman if an extremist gov- 
ernment comes out of the elec- 
tions and deals a final fatal 
blow to the peace process with 
the Palestinians, which is of 
vital importance for Jordan?" 
Nevo asked 


(Continued from page 1) 

The law does not apply to 
lands in Gaza and the West 
Bank, which have not been 
annexed 

Israel has already trans- 
ferred about 30 per cent of 
these areas to partial or full 
Palestinian control as part of 
peace agreements. 

.All the lands were occu- 
pied in the 1967 Mideast 
wan Israel illegally annexed 
the Golan arid Arab east 
Jerusalem in 1981. 


Netanyahu has threatened 
to annex the lands Israel still 
controls if foe Palestinians 
make good on a proriiise to 
declare statehood on May 4. 

In recent weeks, Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
has indicated he would 
forego the declaration in 
order not to upset the 
already-fragile peace 
process. 

But on Wednesday, foe 
Palestinian parliament 
speaker insisted that May 4. 
a deadline for an agreement 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 

16:10 Cartoon — Superman 

16:30 Science fiction— Spare Precinct 
17:00 Doc. -- The Science Show 

17 JO —Trench Programme 

18:15 .. Spades 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 -Comedy — Family Manets 

20:00 .World’s Museums 

2(h30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 

21:15 Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 Feature Film — “The Trip 
to Bountiful" 

23-59 End of TX. 

Friday Programmes 

16:10 Cartoon — Animated Classics 

16-JO .Treasure Hunt 

17:00 .The Simpsons 

18:15 irrench Programme 

19:00 ... Le Journal 

19:15 Jrench Programme 

19:30 .News Headlines 

1935 ..The Fresh Prince of Bel- Air 

20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

2030 ..... Star Track 

21:10 Doc. — Full Circle 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 ....-Drama — Millennium 

23:10 Feature Film — ‘The 
Face on the Milk Cartoon” 

23:59 ..... End of T-X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:08 Fajr 

06:28 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:49. .Dhuhr 

14:44 ‘Asr 

17:09 -..Maghreb 

18:29 ‘Isha 
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CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieb.TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Id. 4624590 

Terra Saoda Church TeL 4622366 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624S 1 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St. John the Baptist at De la 
SaHe College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
Hie Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Skies will be partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered 
showers and winds westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
moderate, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman 05/12 

Aqaba 11/21 

Deserts 04/15 

Jordan Valley 11/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 11, Aqaba 21 
Humidity readings: .Amman 
71 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
cent. 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajioun 03/0S 

Jerasb 05/12 

Um Qays 06/12 

Madaba .05/11 

Petra .03/12 

Dead Sea 11/20 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

De Hanna Mansour. 4750197 

Dc Sa'id TawSq 478S285 


Dr. Nidal Dahkh 5827195 

De KhaH Ramadan — 5358723 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AJ Saiam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy .. .5537004 
RuknAl Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ali Sbuqairi ..(02)7100069 

Fou'ad Pharmacy {02)275360 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah SaJfarini ..(09)987565 
Palestine Pharmacy..(09j983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Cemre.. 11 .46371 1 1 
Gvil DdenreD»pami2ra.56611iJ 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue™ - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..— 199 
Rescue Police 1914621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 46 1 7101 

Blood Bank. ....4775121 

Highway Police -.5343402 

Traffic dice. -.4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complains 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

^iSewaageCcnTtos 489/467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance! 121 

Overseas Calls -0132 

Genoa! Amman Telephone Repairs 

-....4623101 

Abdali Tel- Repairs. 5661101 

Iordan Television 47731 \ i 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority .5680100 


J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co. .4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia IniL Airport ..44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli — 5666131/7 
Hussein Metfical CCnire-5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maraniry'— 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

Univeraiy Hospital — 5353444 
Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir 477511 1/26 

Army. Maria .4891611/15 

Queen Alia HospitaL — — 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital JQ9WQ56Q 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hiknn Modem Hospital 
1 09)990990 

IRBID: 

Prircess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372.(02)710310! 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7 102831, (02)7102011 

SpeoatiN Hospital l(X2)71Q3 ICX> 


AQABA: 

Prioress Haya Hospital (0312014111 

FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by- 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44153200-5. when it should 
always be verified. Information on 
Other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 — Sanaa tRJt 

08:25 . — — Bombay (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

0930 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

l(k35 Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam iRJ) 

1&25 London (RJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

19:00 Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 
19:05 — Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
2230 Laraaca (RJ) 


Other Flights 


Riyadh (SV) 


14:05 Rome (AZ) 

14:10 — -Shariqah i AH) 

14:45 - .Doha (QR) 

15:55 -.Dubai (EK) 

17:25 .Muscat. Dubai (GF) 

18:40 .Beirut (ME) 

19:05 ... Paris (AF) 

2035 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20*10 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul iTK) 

0035 Moscow (SIT) 

01:15 Amstetdam(KL) 

04:10 .London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW1 Flights 
For Thursday 

08:50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

Q935_Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00. Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport )(RW) 

23:15 Tel Aviv l arriving at 
Q ALA) (RW) 

For Friday 

O&50 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

0935„Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

IftOO.Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 

1730 Gaza (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

18:40 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0630 Beirut (RJ) 

1035 Abu Dhabi, AJ ’Ain (RJ) 

11:00 -Shannon. Chicago (RJ) 

11:^ — Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 


t Ban) 


K-- : - ^ 


set out in the 1993 . #0o 
accords, soli held. ' ?f-Y 

“We will not hesitate . to 
declare that state becatise it 
is the consequence of .foal 
[peace] agreement," Ahmad 
Qoureia said during a vifflM) 
Helsinki Finland. 

“It doesn’t mean that foe 
declaration of state is ^dec- 
laration of war... it is a decla- 
ration of peace.” Qoureia 
said. “We will declare- our 
state and we will continue 
the peace process, tire' dis- 
cussions, the negotiations* 


12:00 -..Amsterdam, Paris (RJ) 1 

12:05 JmwfflMW) j 

12:15 Arhens{RD Jr 

12:15 London"®?) * 

1935 — LarnacaJS?) 

20:10 Cain) (W) 

2030 .Jeddah (RJ) 

00:10 ..Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (W)| 
03:90 Jeddah (addXRO 

Other Flights 

0635 Damascus, London (BA) 

07:10 Fr ankf urt (UP 

14:45 Riyadh (5V) 

15:00 -Annabah, Algiers (AH) I 

1530 .-Ronte(A2) I 

1535 DohaJQ?) 

17:00 JDamascus. Dobai (SQ 
18:15 Abu Dhabi Muscat (^1 

20HW .-JBeina, (M0 • 

21:10 _.Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

0135 Moscow (Stl). 

02:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

0830 Aqaba (from Marica A® - 
port) (RW) 

19:45..Aqaba (from Mario Afr‘ 
poitMRW) ’ 4-1 

20:15 Tel Aviv (from Marica Aff" 
port) (RW) 

21=00 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) 
iRwj ;'.J2 

For Friday j 

0830 Aqaba (firm) Marla Ajj 1 ; * 
pwtJiRW) 

1330 Gaza (from Marka Airpuri) ■ 

(RW) 

16:15 Td Aviv (fium QAIAjjjjjtt ; 
2030 -Aqaba tfiteaQAlAj^^l^ 
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Home News 

UJ to offer new faculty: 

Rehabilitation sciences on offer next semester 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 2S-29, 1999 3 




-V ' 



By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — The state-run 
University, of Jordan said 
it has ao initial plan to 
offer bachelors degrees in 
a new College of Rehabili- 
tation Sciences at the uni- 
ve rsiry and to offer three 
■postgraduate degrees in 
women’s studies, social 
W otk and pasture manage- 
ment next semester — the 
first offering of such spe- 
cialisations in the country. 

president of University 
of Jordan Walid Ma'ani 
jaid, "the idea behind this 
faculty ' of rehabilitation 
sciences came from Jor- 
dan’s need for well-quali- 
fied people in rehabiltta- 
jabri- sciences.” 

"^Vani said the faculty 
r aise • provide out- 
care to patients 
inquire some son of 
‘ "itation or physio- 
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am said the opening 
_ college has four 
ives: to provide 

^ified, well-trained 
aaff and therapists with 
view to meeting the needs 
of Jordan and the region in 
the rehabilitation sciences: 
to teach the academic 
aspects of rehabilitation 
and carry out research in 
public sector medical clin- 
ics; to provide specialised 
and effective services to 
the handicapped and cen- 
tres for the disabled; and 
to develop working rela- 
tionships between nation- 
al, regional and 
international organisations 
dealing with the same 


activities. 

The new field of study 
will include four main sci- 
entific branches: physio- 
therapy, occupational ther- 
apy. prosthetics manufac- 
turing and respiratorv ther- 
apy. 

Occupational therapy 
courses teach people new 
job skills in cases where 
disease renders them 
unable ro participate in 
their previous employ- 
ment. 

Prosthetics devices will 
be given to patients "who 
have a limp or may have 
had hands amputated.” 
Ma ani said. "Respiratory 
therapists will help 
patients after medical 
operations, so that the risk 
of infections will be 
reduced.” he added. 

According to Ma’ani. the 
rehabilitation services will 
help alleviate the suffering 
of certain patients and aid 
them in remaining produc- 
tive. independent members 
of society. 

Ma’ani said students 
who want to study in this 
college must pass the 
tawjihi scientific stream 
with marks not less than 
eighty per cent. 

"The college could seat 
between 60 and 120 stu- 
dents in the four branch- 
es.” Ma'ani told the Jordan 
Times. 

During the four-year 
course, they will study a 
general core curriculum 
relevant to the four 
branches for two years. 
During the third and the 
fourth years students will 


choose their specialisation 
within the faculty. 

Ma'ani said the .study in 
the new college will oper- 
ate in coordination with 
students in the scientific 
stream at the University of 
Jordan and the University 
Hospital, which will offer 
students practical work 
experience during their 
first two years. 

The establishment of the 
college will cost JD4 mil- 
lion. a cost that will be 
shared by the University 
of Jordan, the Ministry of 
Planning, and the aid of 
donor countries. Ma’ani is 
preparing to solicit various 
embassies in Amman to 
seek funding. 

"To meet the needs of 
our society, the university 
will also offer new masters 
degrees next semester," 
Ma'ani added. 

Louis Mqatash. dean of 
postgraduate studies at the 
university, said the aim 
behind launching the new 
masters degrees is to meet 
Jordan’s socio-economic 
development needs, which 
requires well-qualified 
individuals who approach 
issues with scientific 
knowledge and research. 

Mqatash said graduates 
with masters degrees- in 
women’s studies would be 
able to tackle female 
issues in a realistic and 
scientific way and help the 
development of pro- 
grammes to improve the 
lot of women. It will also 
foster the interaction 
between women and soci- 
ety. 


The social work pro- 
gramme aims to prepare 
students for social occupa- 
tions in the social cure 
field, and to expand social 
services to people in gen 
eral. 

It would help students 
diversify creative abilities 
in analysing and putting 
emphasis on needed social 
politics, develop critical 
thinking and develop new- 
social theories. 

"The social changes in 
our society have affected 
people’s lives. Eventually, 
there must be specialists in 
fields related to social 
mailers," Mqatash said. 

The dean indicated that 
students wishing to pursue 
higher studies in women 
studies and social work 
must have achieved bache- 
lors degrees in related 
fields, with marks not less 
than ’good.' 

Mqatash indicated that 
the motive of launching 
master degrees in pasture 
management is the exis- 
tence of the large pastures 
which forms 90 per cent of 
Jordan. Middle East and 
North Africa. Specialists 
in pasture management 
with high scientific and 
technical qualifications 
could help to properly 
invest in and exploit these 
pastures, and help solve 
Jordan agricultural prob- 
lems. 

Admission to the pasture 
management programme 
requires a bachelor's 
degree in agriculture, biol- 
ogy or ecology. 


West Bank hometown takes pride in Princess Rania 
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TULKAREM (AFP) — 
“Books, Stationery, Sports 
Goods, Games and Gifts” 
reads the sign above 
Kahled Yassin's bookshop 
near the governor’s office 
in the West Bank market 
town of Tulkarem. 

It is an unlikely setting 
as die workplace for the 
uncle of a future queen. 

Yassin, the bookshop’s 
owner, is the paternal 
uncle of Her Royaf High- 
ness Princess Rania. the 
wife of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah, the Regent. 

Before she was married, 
the likely future queen of 
Jordan was called Rania 
Yassin and the Yassins are 
a Tulkarem family. 

“She was just a normal 
little girl when she came 
here. She played basket- 
ball or cbess with my chil- 
dren. But we didn't know' 
she was going to be a 
princess then,” Yassin told 
AFP on Tuesday. "We’re 
very proud of her and 
pleased that one day she 
will be queen of Jordan.” 
the 67-year-old former 


teacher 
said as 
he tried 
to cope 
with a 
nish of 
school- 
children 
crowd- 
ing his 
shop 
after the 
Eid A1 
Fitr holi- 
days. 

The 
Yassins 
are well- 
known 
in Tulka- 
rem. As pan of the larger 
A1 Seif clan, the family 
has a long history of 
opposing invaders and one 
of its scions. Abdul Rah- 
man Haj Mohammad 
Yassin, led the Palestinian 
uprising against the British 
mandate in the Tulkarem 
area in 1936. 

Like many Palestinians. 
Princess Rania’s father 
and Khaled's brother, 
Faisal Yassin, left the West 
Bank to seek his fortune in 



Kuwait, 
where 
Princess 
Rania was 
born. 

She was 
educated 
in Kuwait 
and at the 
American 
University 
in Cairo. 

When 
the Pales- 
tinians 
were 
expelled 
from 
Kuwait 
after the 
Gulf War. her family left 
and went to Jordan. 

"There are only four or 
five men from the family 
left in the town,” said a 
cousin of Princess Rania’s 
father. Ghazi Shafiq 
Yassin, 63, who works in 
the engineering depart- 
ment of Tulkarem munici- 
pality. 

"But the people of 
Tulkarem and her family 
are very proud of Rania. 
We applaud her good for- 


tune and for bringing 
together families. Arabs 
and Muslims together," he 
said. 

Princess Rania’s aunt 
Fadwa Yassin also glowed 
with pride. 

"She is very intelligent, 
from the beginning, she 
was distinguished.” she 
said during an interview 
with the Jerusalem Post. 
‘‘As far as I am concerned, 
she could be queen of the 
world, not just Jordan." 

Jordanian analysts 

believe that Princess Rania 
could be a major asset in 
Crown Prince Abdullah’s 
relations with Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin, the 
Post said. 

When Prince' Abdullah 
ascends the Throne, his 
wife would not be the first 
queen of Palestinian ori- 
gin. Alia Toukan, the third 
wife of King Hussein, 
traced her roots to a family 
from Nablus. She died in a 
helicopter crash while 
returning to Amman on 
February 9, 1977. from a 
trip to southern Jordan. 
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Tarawneh inspects trade ministry Jordan attends Egyptian book fair 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
Wednesday inspected the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
and discussed the Kingdom's general economic situation 
with Minister Mohammad Saleh Hourani. During the 
meeting, Hourani briefed Tarawneh on Jordan s econom- 
ic and supply situation and the ministry s efforts to serve 
■ several economic sectors, especially facilitating invest- 
ment regulations, supporting exports, monitoring mar- 
kets and providing basic materials. Hourani explained the 
development of the country's trade relations, and stressed 
the importance of continually strengthening these tics. 
Tarawneh stressed the importance of improving unest- 
flient, facilitating regulations and solving investors 
lems. He also emphasised the importance of encouraging 
the private sector to target Arab markets | n “ 

exports. At the end of the meeting, also attended > ‘ 

istry Secretary General Mohammad Halaiqa. the P re ™ 
expressed satisfaction with the ministry s e o * 
achievements. 

Libyan interior minister arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Libyan Interior Minister Moftam- 

Ti Arrived in Amman Council" 

the 16th Meeting of the Arab Interior 1 * ^ 

»hich will be held Friday at Ai and 

ministers will discuss Arab countries ^ nar , 

coordination in security, combatting e ^terior 

codes trafficking. Interior Mimsrer 
Ministry Secretary General Hashim S. £ ’ or 

Secretary Genera] Ahmad Salem- Amman Governor 

Tala'atNawayseb and other Jordanian and Libyan offi 
rials received Zoui at the airport. 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Jordan will participate in Egypt's 
31st International Book Exhibition, which started on 
Tuesday and will last until the 11th of February. The 
Kingdom is participating with 500 items of several local 
publishers. Around 78 countries and 3,470 publishers 
are taking part in the display, which was opened by Pres- 
ident Husni Mubarak. Three million books from around 
ihe world will be on display. 

Jordan receives U.S. military aid 

AMMAN I Petra) — As part of the U.S. military aid to 
Jordan, the Kingdom today receives military equipment 
worth $25 million. The equipment, which is aimed to 
enhance Jordan's defence capacity, will be delivered at a 
special ceremony held in Aqaba. The equipment 
includes modem ami- tankers weapons, infrared equip- 
ment. ammunition, telecommunication equipment and 
spare parts. 

Municipality celebrates Arbor Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater Amman Municipality 
in conjunction with the Haya Cultural Centre and the 
National Action Committee for Childhood today cele- 
brates Arbor Day as part of a national environmental 
campaign. Around 20,000 trees will be planted in 508 
dunums in Wadi Qattar. eastern Amman, in an el Ion to 
limit desertification, soil depletion and erosion, increase 
vegetation, establish environment- 1 riend I v parks, 
exploit agricultural land, create an ecological balance 
through planting trees, preserve underground water. 
Children have been invited to participate in the activities 
in order to deepen concepts of team work, promote pub- 
lic awareness and to encourage them to preserve their 
environment. 


AT ATTENTION: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein inspects the Guard of Honour . 
before a congratulatory veremom at Ragbadan Palace veslerdai. Behind him is Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 1 
of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira’i Kaubneh i Petra photo) 



THE RECEIVING LINE: His Royal Highness Crown Prince Abdullah receives well-wishers Wednesday at 
Raghadan Palace. Left is Prince Abdullah greeting former Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, and right. 
Prince Abdullah shakes the hand of former Information Minister Mahmoud Sharif i photos by Petra l 

Officials offer congratulations to King Hussein 
on appointment of Crown Prince Abdullah 


AMMAN i Petra) — 
Senior Jordanian offi- 
cials Monday sent con- 
gratulatory cables to His 
Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Abdullah, 
the Regent, on the occa- 
sion of his appointment 
as heir to the Hashemite 
Throne. 

Messages were 

received from Senate 
President Zuid Rifai, 
President of the Judicial 
Council Taher Hikmat. 
Director of the General 
Intelligence Department 
Major General Samih 
Battikhi. Chief Islamic 
Justice and the King’s 
advisor for Islamic 


Affairs Izzeddin Khatib 
Tumimi. Director of the 
Royal Medical Services 
Li. General Yousef Qus- 
sous. 

In his message to King 
Hussein. Rifai congratu- 
lated the King on behalf 
of the 40-member senate 
and renewed the Upper 
House of Parliament's 
allegiance to the 
Hashemite leadership. 
He wished the King 
good health and long 
Tile. He congratulated 
Prince Abdullah in a 
message and wished him 
success and good luck. 

Hikmat. in his cable to 
the King, said he and the 
judicial authority sup- 


port Kins Hussein’s 
choices and that they 
greet the recent decision 
with al! due respect and 
appreciation. He con- 
gratulated the Regent, 
and said he is confident 
Prince Abduaihh will 
continue the King's 
approach in order to pro- 
tect the judicial system 
and ensure its indepen- 
dence. 

In his message to King 
Hussein. Battikhi said 
that, on behalf of him- 
self and the General 
Intelligence Department, 
it was his honour to 
express sincere loyalty 
to King Hussein and 
renew his allegiance. 


Battikhi, in a cable to 
Prince Abdullah, con- 
gratulated him, and said 
the department will con- 
tinue its constant sup- 
port and its sacred duty 
to proieer Jordan and its 
dignity, security and sta- 
bility. 

In a cable to King Hus- 
sein. Tumimi wished 
him good health and 
congratulated him on the 
naming of Prince Abdul- 
lah as Crown Prince. 

Qussous, congratulated 
the Regent in a message, 
and said the Royal Med- 
ical Services will contin- 
ue in their efforts to 
sen e the Kingdom. 


Share prices slip further but no run on dollar 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Share prices 
slipped further at the 
stock market on Wednes- 
day as Jordanians await- 
ed news on ihe health of 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. who was rushed 
back ro a U.S. hospital on 
Tuesday suffering from 
recurrent fever and low 
blood count. 

However, several 
bankers said they did not 
witness any unusual 
demand on the U.S. dol- 
lar similar ro the panic 
buying they witnessed in 
July when ’King Hussein 
was first admitted to the 
Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. Minnesota, for 
chemotherapy treatment. 

Officials said that Jor- 
danians transferred over 
5400 million abroad in 
July, although over SI 00 
million have returned 
since then. 

The AFM daily bulletin 
showed that turnover 
amounted to JD2.8 mil- 
lion compared to JD5.1 
million on Tuesday while 
the 60-share index 
dropped to 1 75.54 points, 
or 2.27 per cent. 

Amer Muuasher, a bro- 
ker ar the stock market, 
said many firms recorded 
a "limit down” — an 
instance in which a share 
price drops by five per 
cent maximum of the 
total price, the maximum 
drop allowed — in their 
prices during the last day 


of trading on the financial 
market. 

Mouasher pointed that 
major blue-chip stocks 
recorded a price 

decrease, notably the 
Arab and Housing bank-*. 
Jordan Phosphate' Mining 
Company, the Jordan 

Cement Factories Com- 
pany tJCFC) and compa- 
nies in the pharmaceuti- 
cal sector. 

"People felt comfort- 
able when the King 
returned home.” the bro- 
ker told the Jordan 

Times, "but the sudden 
trip for treatment on 
Tuesday took us by sur- 
prise and caused a 
decline in share prices." 

"Those who bought 
shares on Tuesday decid- 
ed to sell to avoid 
remarkable losses if 
prices drop further on the 
stock market." Mouasher 
said. 

Out of the 62 firms that 
changed hands on the 
floor, shares of 52 com- 
panies recorded a 
decrease in their prices, 
three registered an 
increase and seven firms 
witnesses no change. 

Almost half of the 
turnover tvas recorded by 
JCFC following a block 
transfer order on the 
floor. The Arab Bank fol- 
lowed. registering onlv 
JD383.580. 

“Investors are watching 
the scene now and wait- 
ing for news about the 
King’s health, which will 


influence activities on the 
stock marker.” said Naim 
Nuqeeb. another broker. 

’’Instability and tension 
dominate the AFM. and 
only good news about His 
Majesty's health will 
bring things back to 
order,” the broker added. 

Dollar prices slightly 
increased, with the Amer- 
ican green back jumping 
to T 1 73 compared to 71.1 
in the previous days. 

A monetary official, 
who requested anonymi- 
ty. described the situation 
as normal and ruled out 
the possibility that the 
Centra! Bank of Jordan 
fCBJi would take any 
precautionary measures. 

“Things arc stable and 
we are not worried. The 
CBJ's foreign reserves 
are in aoud form and we 


What’s Going On 

Film 


- "The Godfather" tpt.h at Books & Cafe, Jabal 
Amman, on Saturday Jan. 30 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 
4650458 i. 

Exhibitions 

• "The Warm Winter" — works by several artists 
at Orfali Art Gallery. Urn Uihaina (Tel. 5526932). 
until Feb. 1. 

• The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contem- 
porary Arab Artists at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh 
i Tel. 4643251/2). until Jan. 28. 


do not intend to resort to 
any precautionary mea- 
sures because we do not 
need them." the official 
told the Jordan Times. 

Chairman of Money- 
Exchangers Association 
Mute’i Kabariti said that 
a slight increase in 
demand was recorded on 
Tuesday, but that the 
increase was not worri- 
some. 

Director General of the 
Housing Bunk. Abdul 
Qadir Dweik said only 
$500,000 was purchased 
yesterday "which is less 
that than the ordinary 
days." 

"CBJ foreign reserves 
are okay, and" the Jordan- 
ian currency has not 
changed. Things remain 
in a positive position," 
the banker said. 
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Myanmar dismisses Suu 
i deportation rumours 



YANGON (R) — 

Myanmar's military gov- 
ernment Sunday dismissed 
rumours that it might 
deport opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. saying 
they represented attempts 
by her party to create news 
headlines. 

A Myanmar government 
statement said Suu Kyi’s 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) should 
join the ruling military and 
other countries in Finding 
ways of riding out the 
Asian economic crisis, 
rather than trying to seek 
publicity. 

“We hope the NLD will 
contribute in a positive and 
meaningful way to achieve 
a better, fuller life... and 
take a more responsible, 
constructive cooperation 
rather than resorting to 
whimsical and symbolic 
gestures designed merely to 
attract attention and create 
seasonal sensational head- 
line,** it said. 

A NLD statement 
obtained by Reuters Friday 
quoted Suu Kyi os saying 
that she had no intention of 


leaving Myanmar amid 
rumours in Yangon that she 
might be expelled from the 
country and the NLD dis- 
solved after New Year. 

The Nobel peace laureate 
said the government would 
have problems finding a 
country to accept her as she 
held only Myanmar's citi- 
zenship. 

Myanmar’s official media 
have in recent months ques- 
tioned whether Suu Kyi is 
still entitled to Myanmar 
nationality, on the grounds 
that she had married a 
British man. academic 
; Michael Aris. 

Semi-government organi- 
sations have in the past two 
months organised anti-NLD 
rallies in which they called 
for Suu Kyi's deportation 
and dissolution of her party. 

State-owned media have 
also made similar demands 
since mid- September when 
the NLD launched its 
Committee Representing 
People's Parliament 

(CRPP). 

The government state- 
ment Sunday said it was not 
an appropriate time for Suu 


Kyi and the NLD to engage 
in sensational politics while 
most Asian countries still 
struggle to recover from the 
economic turmoil. 

‘The Government of 
Myanmar is working hard 
to develop Myanmar and 
guide it through the current 
regional economic crisis. 
Much work remains ahead 
of us. The regional eco- 
nomic crisis is not improv- 
ing and this is no time for 
playing politics.’’ it said. 

The NLD statement quot- 
ed Suu . Kyi as saying this 
week that the ruling gov- 
ernment. called the" State 
Peace and Development 
Council (SPDC), would 
probably need to bribe a 
foreign totalitarian state 
with Myanmar’s commodi- 
ties in order to induce it to 
accept her. 

“The only way for the rul- 
ing government to deport 
me is to make a give-and- 
take with a totalitarian 
state, by giving them a cer- 
tain number of tonnes of 
rice or so... they don’t have 
a rocket to send me to the 
moon either.” she said. 


U.S. lawmaker says 
Washington downplaying China 
threat in South China Sda 


MANILA (AFP) — A 
senior U.S. congressman 
who has inspected a dis- 
puted chain of islands in 
the South China Sea has 
accused Washington of 
playing down China’s 
aggression in the area, 
documents obtained 
Sunday said. 

In his report to the chair- 
man of the U.S. House 
Internal Relations 

Committee, 

Representative Dana 
Rorabacher said the 
Chinese navy has been 
engaged in a “de facto 
encirclement of Spratly 
islands” by constructing 
military posts such as 
those discovered in a 
Philippine-ciaimed reef in 
November. 

This “aggression" by the 
Chinese government 
“threatens trade and mili- 
tary sea-lanes vital to the 
United States and our 
allies " the U.S. legislator 
said. 

“For two years, the State 
Depanmem and the 


Pentagon have pursued an 
’ostrich policy’ of burying 
their heads in the sand 
downplaying these dan- 
gerous developments," 
Rorabacher said in his 
report, a copy of which 
was obtained by reporters 
here. 

Rorabacher had 

promised the Philippine 
government support in its 
dispute with China over 
the islands after he was 
flown over the area by 
Philippine officials two 
weeks ago. 

He also accused China 
of • “bullying” the 
Philippines by expanding 
military-type structures on 
Mischief Reef and station- 
ing three naval vessels in 
the area. 

The reef is part of the 
Spratly chain of islands 
that straddle vital shipping 
lanes in the South China 
Sea and are believed to lie 
atop vast oil and mineral 
deposits. 

The islands are claimed 
in whole or part by China. 


the Philippines, Malaysia. 
Brunei, Vietnam and 
Taiwan. 

Thfe U.S. government 
had “steadfastly opposed 
our fact-finding efforts for 
fear of upsetting the 
Communist Chinese," 
Rorabacher alleged. 

He also warned of 
“greater conflicts” should 
Washington continue with 
its silence about the 
alleged “Chinese military 
build-up in the Spratlys.” 

A diplomatic row erupt- 
ed between Manila and 
Beijing after the discovery 
of the expanded structures 
in November, which the 
Chinese government 
maintained were only fish- 
ing shelters. 

President Joseph Estrada 
and his Chinese counter- 
part Jiang Zemin later 
agreed to resolve the dis- 
pute through peaceful 
means and for both gov- 
ernments to jointly use the 
structures pending a reso- 
lution of the sovereignty 
issue. 



A young man clambers on a fallen tree in NewcastJe-Upon-iyne, after high winds on 
Boxing Day caused structural damage, particularly in the north of the country. A man 
was killed, two were missing and 80,000 people were left without electricity after the 
heavy storms lashed Britain and Ireland, police said (AFP photo) 

One dead, 2 missing as 
storms lash Britain, Ireland 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
man was killed, two were 
missing and 80,000 people 
were left without electrici- 
ty after storms lashed 
Britain and Ireland 
Saturday, police said. 

A 23-year-old man died 
when a tree fell on his car 
in the Connemara region 
of western Ireland. His 
girlfriend who was also in 
the car escaped unhurt. 

In Britain, -where winds 
reached 160 kilometres per 
hour, a 2S-year-oid man 
was carried away by a 10 
metre wave as he was 
about to swim in the sea at 
Brighton. 

Rescuers spotted him in 
the waves but the rough 


seas prevented any efforts 
to save him, a police 
spokesman said. 

Searches resumed 
Sunday after being called 
off Saturday night. 

The man’s partner and 
their son. who were also 
on the beach, managed to 
return to land and were 
treated in hospital. 

The bad weather also 
caused the cancellation of 
feiry services between 
Britain and Ireland. 

In the southwestern 
English county of Devon a 
44-year-old man was miss- 
ing after falling into a 
river. Helicopter searches 
were continuing for the 
man. 


The Environment 

Agency issued 50 flood 
warnings in that region 
after torrential rain fell 
throughout Saturday. 

A 4,300-tonne 

Portuguese ship was towed 
to safety near the Isle of 
Wight in southern 
England, after the ship was 
washed towards rocks. 

In Northern Ireland, a 
number of people needed 
treatment for minor 
injuries after the wind tore 
the roof off an apartment 
block. 

The winds were expected 
to die down Sunday, but 
heavy rain is expected 
which forecasters said 
could worsen flooding. 


Police investigating 
suicides after poison 
ordered on Internet 


TOKYO (AP) — A man 
who reportedly ran a 
“suicide clinic'* on the 
Internet is suspected of 
providing cyanide to 
seven customers, 

including at least one 
woman who killed her- 
self with the poison, 
police said Sunday. 

The man reportedly 
called himself “Dr. 
Kiriko" — a Japanese 
comic book character 
who practices euthana- 
sia — and killed himself 
earlier this month. A 
second of his customers 
also killed herself, but 
with sleeping pills. 

A police spokesman in 
Tokyo who gave only his 
surname, Fujii, said 
Sunday that the seven 
people who ordered 
cyanide transferred 
money to the bank 
account of the man. . 

His body was discov- 
ered at his home in the 
city of Sapporo on 
Japan's northernmost 
main island of 
Hokkaido on Dec. 15. 

Quoting unidentified 
police sources, Kyodo 
News agency said he 
was a 27-year-old phar- 
macist with a history of 
mental illness. Media 
reports said he commit- 


ted suicide. 

The cyanide suicides 
are the latest in a year of 
bizarre poisoning cases 
that have troubled 
Japan, which once prid- 
ed itself on relative free- 
dom from indiscrimi- 
nate crime. 

“At the close of a dark 
year yet another poison- 
ing incident symbolic of 
it has occurred,” 
lamented the Yomiuri 
newspaper, Japan’s 
largest, in a Sunday edi- 
torial. 

Fttiii said police are 
investigating the sui- 
cides of two of “Dr. 
Kiriko’s” customers, a 
21-year-old Tokyo 
woman who died from 
an apparent overdose of 
sleeping pills and anoth- 
er person who died after 
taking cyanide. 

The Asahi newspaper 
reported the woman 
who used cyanide was a 
24-year-old Tokyo resi- 
dent and committed sui- 
cide on Dec 15. 

Yomiuri reported 
Sunday that another 
Tokyo woman has con- 
fessed to acting as an 
intermediary between 
the suicide victim and 
the cyanide provider. 

Fujii said three others 


who made cash trans- 
fers have been con- 
firmed alive, while two 
remain unaccounted 
for. Media reports, how- 
ever, said four have 
been confirmed alive 

Kyodo reported that 
the man's Internet site 
was called “Dr. Kiriko’s 
consultation room,” fea- 
tured information on 
suicide by poisoning 
and offered advice via e- 
mail for those who 
wanted to kill them- 
selves. 

The suicides were the 
latest in a string of poi- 
son deaths this year in 
Japan. 

In July, four people 
died and 63 became ill 
after eating curry rice 
laced with arsenic at a 
summer festival in 
southwestern Japan. A 
former insurance sales- 
woman was arrested 
earlier this month on 
murder and attempted 
murder charges in those 
deaths. 

The poisoning set off a 
spate of copycat crimes 
with drinks at stores 
and in vending 
machines, including a 
man who died after 
drinking a can of taint- 
ed tea. 


Fighting in Angola 
blocks searches for 


crashed U.N. 


LUANDA (AFP) — 
Battles between Angolan 
government troops" and 
UNITA rebels hampered 
a search for the wreckage 
of a U.N. plane which 
crashed in the centre of 
the war-torn African 
country. U.N. sources 
said Sunday. 

The U.N. Observer 
Mission in Angola 
(MONAU) said the 
Hercules C-130 plane 
was carrying 10 passen- 
gers and four crew when 
it went down east of Vila 
Nova, 45 kilometres 
from Huambo. 

Huambo. capital of the 
east-central province of 
the same name, is one of 
several areas where 
rebels of the National 
Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) are fighting 
government troops. 

A MONUA statement 
said the plane burst into 
flames and crashed at 
about midday (1100 
GMT) after taking off 
from Huambo for the 
northestem city of 
Saurimo, without giving 
details of those who were 
aboard. 

The United Nations has 
appealed to the govern- 
ment and UNITA for 
help in access to the 


crash site and for assis- 
tance in rescuing any 
survivors, but it was not 
known whether they 
included U.N. observers 
who have been trying to 
implement peace proto- 
cols signed in Lusaka in 
1994. 

MONUA officials were 
not available for com- 
ment early Sunday. 

Angola plunged back 
into serious conflict this 
year, as hardliners in 
UNITA loyal to the 
movement’s veteran 
leader Jonas Savimbi 
have refused to disarm 
and demobilise in line 
with the Lusaka proto- 
cols and President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos has 
decided to crush the 
armed guerrillas by 
force. 

In the past month, 
heavy fighting causing 
hundreds of casualties 
has broken out in the 
chief town of Bie 
province east of 
Huambo, Kuito. Kuito 
was already devastated 
in ferocious battles that 
broke out anew after 
UNITA lost general elec- 
tions to Dos Santos’s 
People's Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) late in 1992. 

Sunday, an independent 


plane 

Roman Catholic radio 
station, Ecclesia, said 
that some 200 people had 
been killed since UNITA 
forces began an offensive 
on Kuito on Dec. 9, 
adding that 463 people 
needed hospital treat- 
ment after heavy bom- 
bardments which ended 
Satupiay night. 

Thirty-five people died 
Friday in Kuito, one fam- 
ily losing eight members 
in the shelling, and 63 
people were wounded. 

The Angolan army 
struck back against the 
rebels Saturday, forcing 
UNITA artillery units to 
withdraw from the hills 
around Kuito, Ecclesia 
reported. 

The residents of the 
ruined town left shelters 
Sunday where they had 
spent Christmas and 
many went to mass. 

UNITA and the former- 
ly Marxist MPLA have 
been struggling for 
power since indepen- 
dence from Portugal in 
1975, and successive 
attempts by the United 
Nations and mediating 
countries to end the con- 
flict have foundered. 

The Luanda govern- 
ment estimates that 
Savimbi still has some 
35,000 men in arms. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope shares holiday wishes with 
pilgrims at Castel Gandolfo 

CASTEL GANDOLFQ, Italy (AP) — Holding up well 
despite a demanding holiday schedule, a smiling Pope 
John Paul II lingered on the balcony of his vacation 
retreat Sunday to listen to the Christmas hymns and 
greetings of pilgrims gathered below.. ‘'Long live the 
Pope,” one man chanted in the courtyard of his palace at 
Castel Gandolfo — a wish picked up and applauded by 
others in the crowd. John Paul, 78, ctelivered his weekly 
Sunday address from the balcony, cloaked in a zed cape 
against the chill. Earlier in the month, a flu and fever had 
forced him to cancel some events. His voice stayed 
strong Sunday throughout what was only the latest in 
days of long public appearances, including a m id n ight 
Mass Christinas Eve that had kept him up until the early 
hours of the morning. Saturday, he came to his vacation 
retreat outside Rome for a few days of rest. Urging 
Catholics Sunday to think of both their families and the 
homeless throughout the remainder of the holidays, he 
became animated only after he finished his scripted 
remarks — when the faithful burst into applause. He 
smiled, leaned forward and nodded, staying outside for a 
few minutes while the crowd of Catholics from around 
the world clapped, cheered and sang. Wishing them a 
good rest of the holiday, and a happy last Sunday of the 
year, be finally disappeared back inside. 

Russia puts newest 
nuclear missile generation online 

MOSCOW (AP) — The military put 10 new Topol-M 
nuclear missiles on full combat readiness Sunday, the 
first time the missile has been deployed. The missile was 
developed to sustain Russia as a global nuclear power. ; 
The single- warhead Topol-M 's were commissioned in > 
the Saratov region, about 700 kilometres southeast of 
Moscow, the ITAR-TASS news agency reported. The 
deployment was a major step for Russia's cash-strapped 
military. The government doesn’t have enough money to 
maintain all its armed forces, and decided to concentrate 
defence spending on developing the Topol-M- “This is a 
very important event, because even in the difficult finan- 
cial conditions of 1998 we have managed to find funds 
for financing this top priority area,” said Defence 
Minister Igor Sergeyev, according to ITAR-TASS. The 
intercontinental Topol-M will be the new heart of | 
Russia’s missile forces. Forty are expected to be built by 
the end of 2000, taking the place of heavier, multiple- 
warhead missDes. The Topol-M is a lightweight, rugged 
missile designed to be fired from a vehicle. Its mobility 
increases its safety from preemptive enemy first strikes. 
untik e silo-based warheads. 

1 killed, 2 injured in building collapse 

PISA, Italy (AFP) — A 76-year-okl woman was fatally 
injured and two people were hurt when a three-storey block 
of flats partly collapsed overnight at Pontedera, near Pisa, in 
northwest Italy, police said Sunday. A whole wing of tbe 
building caved in, probably because of a gas explosion, they 
said. Rescuers pulled the woman out alive, but she died in 
hospital. Two young people were slightly hurt. No other res- 
idents of the block of six flats were injured. Less titan two 
weeks earlier, on Dec. 36, 27 people were killed when a res- 
idential block collapsed in Rome. 

Weather could help bamboo raft 
reach Darwin 

BRISBANE. Australia (AP) — Favourable weather could 
help a 16-metre bamboo raft — retracing what organisers say 
was man’s first ocean voyage 100,000 years ago — reach 
Darwin in northern Australia by Dec. 33. The raft Nale Tasih, 
is the project of Australian maritime historian Bbb Hobman, 
who is reenacting the arrival of tbe ancestors of Australian 
aborigines from Kupang cm the Indonesian island of Timor. 
Early Sunday, the Nale Tasih was 160 nautical miles from its 
destination after setting out on Dec. 17, aod crossing into 
Australian waters on Dec. 26. Hobraan said forecasts of 
freshening winds linked to a strengthening monsoonal trough 
across northern Australia could push the raft to tbe mainland 
by Thursday. On board wife Hobman is a crew of four, 
including Melbourne-based scientist Robert Bednarik, 
Australian documentary film maker Peter Rogers, and two 
Indonesian crew members. Food supplies are being supple- 
mented by fresh fish speared by fee Indonesian sailors. 
Hobman said the raffs first attempt to cross the Timor Sea 
earlier this year was thwarted by the El Nino phenomenon 
which held bock the annual monsoons in the region. 

Paris 1 Arc de Triomphe 
shut down by strike 

PARIS (R) — The Arc de Triomphe, one of Paris’s most pop- 
ular tourist attractions, was off-limits to visitors Sunday as fee 
monument’s employees went on strike over staffing levels 
and pay. Built on the orders of the Emperor Napoleon 
between 1806 and 1835 to honour fee French army, tbe arc 
draws about a million visitors a year and offers a panoramic 
view of fee French capital. The employees, who walked out 
Saturday afternoon, have demanded negotiations wife the 
culture ministry before they will consider returning to work. 
They complain they must work too much overtime and are 
demanding bonuses and fee hiring of additional staff. A min- 
istry spokesman said talks were expected to begin Monday 
between fee arc’s approximately 50 employees and the 
Caisse Nationale ties Monuments Historique, fee gtaft* 
agency that manages France’s historic monuments. The last 
two months have been particularly tough on Paris tourists, 
who have been barred for a few days at a Hmp from the Fiffei 
Tower and the Louvre, Orsay and Grand Palais art miKPumc 
due to wildcat strikes. 

Two Peruvian cholera victims 
hospitalised in Chile 


authorities said Saturday. They were the first known cases 
cholera in Chile in the last four years. The patients are m 
chants who make frequent trips between their counny g 
Anca, aci^r bordering on Peru and 1,650 kaome&es nortfc 
Santi^o. They were hospitalised Thursday. Doctors s 
fear lives were not in danger. Cholera is an acute bacte 
mfecnon involving fee small intestine. It is marked by cG 
thoea and vomiting. The region’s health service cade 
stnerer inspection of water discharges and fee local wa 
s^ply to detect tbe presence of cholera oiganisms^l 

to *°roughly cookseafo 
and vegetables that grow close to fee ground Chile a 

hoU«i an outbreak of the disease between 1993 and 19 
when fee disease spread from neighbouring Fern and affe 
ed about lhO persons, three of whom died 
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Two Dutch tourists were killed and some 30 people injured in a bas crash in the Tyrol region of western Austria, 
police said Wednesday. The bus came off the road in heavy snow and ploughed 20 metres down a slope late 
Ihesday near the town of Mayerhofen, southeast of Innsbruck, a spokesman said. The vehicle was not using 
snow chains, he added. The accident came only two days after 18 Hungarian teenagers were killed in a bus crash 
near Graz in southern Austria, while heading for a skiing holiday (AFP photo) 


Colombian earthquake’s 
survivors huddle on streets 
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ARMENIA, Colombia (R) — 
Survivors of Colombia's killer earth- 
quake spent a second night in 
makeshift shelters without light or 
drinkin g water Wednesday as res- 
cuers uncovered mere violins left by 
fee powerful temblor, which tilled at 
least 628 people. 

With officials in this provincial 
vapte) at Colombia’s coffee-growing 
"•hartbnd predicting die final death 
toll could top 2,000. rescuers hauled 
nibble aadc with their bare hands in 
fee hope erf finding survival 

The presidential palace in Bogota 
confirmed that there were 628 people 
dead and more than 2,700 injured 
across a disaster zone spanning 31 
owns and villages in five provinces, 
and h declared the stricken region a 
disaserarea. , 

Bur officials an the scene said they 
expected the" body count from 
Monday's earthquake, which mea- 
sured fib on the Richter scale, to rise 
sharply. 


“Realistically ami unfortunately, 
from what can be seen here — arid 
wily 25 per cem of the rubble has 
been removed — the death toll is 
going to surpass 2,000,” Congress 
President Fabio Valencia told 
reporters in Armenia, which bore the 
brimi of the quake. 

At least 432 people are known to 
have died in the city and the adjacent 
town of Calarca. 

The scale of destruction was such 
that corpses were being laid our on 
plastic sheets at Armenia's sprats sta- 
dium. Scarce coffins were being sold 
for up to 51,500 on a flourishing 
black market, local media reported 

Hampered by heavy rain and inter- 
mittent aftershocks, firefighters and 
civil defence workers carefully pulled 
3side the debris from a three-story 
building in the centre of .Armenia, try- 
ing to reach a 1 2-year-old boy trapped 
since Monday. The boy was in good 
spirits and joked with his potential 
saviours, they -aid 


“Depending on the conditions and 
if there’s air, somebody could survive 
for Jive or six days.” firefighter Jaime 
Hoyos said 

“Just knowing that somebody may 
be under there stops you from being 
hungry, tired or afraid You just go on. 
with the hope of gening them oul” 
President Andres Pastrana, who 
loured the disaster zone Tuesday: 
pledged about S! 23 million in imme- 
diate government aid and said he was 
expecting to receive up to S100 mil- 
lion from multilateral organisations 
for an area that contains some of 
Colombia's most prized coffee plan- 
tations. 

More than 250 disaster specialists 
from Mexico, the United States, 
Japan and France were on their way 
to the region, he said 
-Now is the time for all 
Colombians to pay back those who 
for years have collected toffee beans 
with their own hands, generating 
progress and employment." Pastrana 


said in a televised speech. 

But in the nibble-strewn streets of 
Armenia, where about half the build- 
ings have been levelled, survivors 
huddled under tarpaulins set up along 
sidewalks with an occasional sofa or 
citair rescued from the rums serving 
as furniture. 

Some cars drove through the rub- 
ble -strewn streets with two or three 
coffins stacked on their roofs. 

Regional authorities issued radio 
appeals for food, clothing, drinking 
water, portable power generators and 
coffins, but little help appeared to 
have reached the victims. 

Earthquakes are common in this 
Andean nation, but must are centred 
so deep beneath the earth's cnisi that 
they do little or no damage. Monday's 
quake was the country's worst in at 
least 1 6 years and Colombia’s largest 
natural disaster since November 
1 tiS5, when some 25.000 people died 
in an avalanche of mud and rock in 
the central province ofTiJima 


Kosovo rebels issue boldest 
challenge yet to political leader 


PRISTINA, Yugoslavia ( AP> 
— The U.S. envoy to Kosovo 
set a meeting with ethnic 
.Albanian rebels Wednesday, 
following their latest hid to 
challenge the leadership of the 
moderate politician favoured 
by the Wcsl 

LIS. envoy Christopher HU1 
was to meet with representa- 
tives of the Kosovo Liberation 
Army at an undisclosed loca- 
tion in the Albanian-nujonty 
Serb province. No details were 
announced, hut Hill has been 
seeking to enlist KLA support 
for a U.S. plan envisaging 
autonomy for Kosovo that falls 
short of the rebels demand for 
independence. 

To die nonh of Pristina 
Wednesday. the ethnic 
Albanian Kosovo Information 
Centre reported an attack hy 
government forces on five vil- 
lages in the Podujevo area. No 
details or confirmation were 
available. 

The meeting with the guerril- 
las comes a day alter the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
announced plans to establish a 
"constituent assembly” to rival 
that presided over by moderate 
leader Ibrahim Rogova. 

The rebel statement also 
demanded that Kosovo 


Albanian politicians begin 
transferring money donated by 
Albanians abroad to the KLA 
within 10 days or face unspeci- 
fied ritousures in the "interests 
of the .Albanian people." 

Use statement was issued as 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook was Jtfiuibtng 
plans for calling a peace confer- 
ence of Kosovo Albanians and 
the Serb government to deter- 
mine the long-term future of the 
province, part of Serbia, the 
dominant Yugoslav republic. 

in Cairo, L’.S. officials travel- 
ling with Secretary of State 
Madeleine .Albright said 
Wednesday site was pushing a 
plan that would give Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
only a few weeks to agree to a 
plan lor Kosovo with a self-rule 
formula. No details were 
revealed, but apparently the 
threat of NATO force w as u> be 
used on Milosevic. 

More than 2.001) people have 
been killed and hundreds of 
thousands made homeless m a 
year of fighting between gov- 
ernment forces and the KLA. 

British officials said major 
pen ers were derermined to pro- 
ceed with a conference, even if 
the disparate ethnic .Albanian 
leadership fails to put together a 


common negotiating team. 

But the KLA slate mem 
appeared to show the rebels are 
s’c: 1 refusing to accept Rugova's 
leadership or any formula lhai 
t’alls short <jf fall independence 
for Kosiwo, a province of 
Aagoslivia's main republic, 
Serbai 

Hill, arid his European Union 
counterpun. Wolfgang Petritsch 
of .Austria, were expected to 
discuss the plan w ith KLA rep- 

reser.LUtv es. 

Earfier Tuesday, the rebels 
vtated their terms for endorsing 
p^b'C lJL. At j new s confer- 
ence here, an aide to KLA 
spokesman Adcm Demaci 
den lit Jed an end to Serb "inas- 
sacres” and military offensives, 
^ withdrawal of government 
forces from the province and 
the release of all eilimc 
.Albanian "political prisoners." 

T.-ifLs between the Serbs and 
ethnic Albanians w ere pre*i ided 
for in the Ocl 12 agreement 
between Yugodav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and L’.S. 
envoy Richard Holbrooke, 
which ended seven montlLs of 
intense fighting and the whole- 
sale destruction of ethnic 
.Albanian villages here. 

Major powers tear lighting 
could explode across the 


province by spring unless a 
viable solution is found Those 
tears were heightened by the 
discovery Jan. To of ihe bodies 
of 45 ethnic .Albanians in Racak 
in what international peace 
monitors described as a mas- 
sacre by Serb police. 

The government claims the 
victims were rebels killed in 
battle and refused to allow a 
U.N. war crimes tribunal to 
investigate the Racak killings. 
But it did pemut a team of 
Finnish pathologists to join 
Yugoslav e.xperts in examining 
the bodies. 

Tuesday, tire head of the 
Finnish lurensics team said that 
the troth about the deaths may 
never be known because the 
bi.xlies had been mov ed, first by 
ethnic .Albanian civilians and 
later by Serb police. 

Helena Roma said this meant 
investigators could not rule out 
evidence-tampering or contam- 
ination. 

Yugoslavia's health minister. 
Miming Kovje, told reporters 
in FYistina that, based on the 
government's examination of 
3" bodies so far. he could “only 
say that all the injuries were 
caused by firearms and from a 
distance” rather than at close 
range, execution-style. 


Indonesia mulls letting go of East Timor 


JAKARTA (AFPi — Indonesia may 
Jet go of the troubled territory of East 
Timor if Jakarta's latest offer of wide- 
ranging autonomy is rejected by' the 
majority of the population there, a 
minister said Wednesday. 

“A regional autonomy 'plus’ nil! he 
accorded to East Timor," Information 
Minister Yunus Yasfiah said. 

"If this is not accepted by the mass 
in East Timor, we will suggest to the 
new membership of the People’s 
Consultative .Assembly formed as the 
result of the next elections, to release 
East Timor from Indonesia,” Yosfiah 
said. 

The announcement was made after 
a routine monthly cabinet meeting on 
political and security affairs chaired 
by President BJ. Habibie. 

■This is verv democratic, because 


the people decide, not the president. " 
Yo sfiah said. 

Foreign Minister Ali Abus con- 
firmed the cabinet meeting had decid- 
ed that if the autonomy proposal was 
rejected, the government would sug- 
gest the separation of East Timor to 
the new parliament elected in June. 

The ekcticHis will be the first since 
the tall of Suharto, who ordered the 
invasion of the former Portuguese 
colony in 1975. 

Diplomats here were taken by sur- 
prise, and said they wanted to see the 
fine prim of the proposal which they 
noted came before lit scheduled 
opening of talks between Lisbon and 
Jakana on the autonomy proposal in 
New York Thursday. 

"fl is a complete surprise, but we 
have to carefully study this proposi- 


tion,” said one Western diplomat. 

He was referring as to how the 
Timorese people arc going iu be con- 
sulted. 

“We have also no idea about how a 
debate on such a question could take 
pbee in the next assembly with the 
conditions in Indonesia bow” die 
diplomat added. 

If autonomy Is “rejected or results 
in a deadlock ... it is only fair and wise 
and even democratic arid constitution- 
al to suggest to the upcoming elected 
people's representatives to allow East 
Timur to separate from Indonesia in a 
dignified and good manner.” Abuts 
said. 

However, the foreign minister 
added that 'we have not readied that 
point because we are stiU proposing a 
comprehends solution on the prob- 


lem of East Timor and we will contin- 
ue to discuss the extended autonomy." 

Abuts said Jakana was still con- 
vinced that it w-jj, "the most appropri- 
ate and fair” proposal for a compre- 
hensive solution there. 

"A referendum, after five or even 
10 years, is not the hest way because h 
wili lead to conllia or civil war,” 
.Abuts said. 

“We do not need to wait five or ten 
years, if they do not want the compre- 
hensive sealemeni that w< propose, 
they can immediately separate in a 
good and dignified way," Alaias said. 

He added that so far, the govern- 
ment of Indonesia had made no eco- 
nomic gain from East Timor but had 
on the contrary poured hinds into the 
territory' to develop ii and its popula- 
tion. 
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H.R.H. Prince Abdullah Bin Al Hussein 

* On His Appointment As Crown Prince 
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Stray missiles, 
stray policies 

IT IS strikingly odd that while Washington 
admits its missiles have hit civilian targets 
in Basra on Monday, it still puts the blame 
for the Chilian deaths on Baghdad. It is 
hard to sympathise with the logic of U.S. 
reasoning especially at a time when it con- 
fesses that its “highly accurate" rockets 
swerved from their intended target and hit 
residential areas. 

The U.S. decision to declare parts of north- 
ern and southern Iraq as no-fly zones is a 
unilateral decision devoid of international 
legitimacy. Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
raised this point recently by calling on 
Washington to stop taking unilateral mili- 
tary actions against Iraq. But the U.S. seems 
to be in no listening mood. Washington still 
persists in pursuing its agenda on that Arab 
country; most probably, encouraged by the 
outcome of the recent Arab foreign minis- 
terial meeting in Cairo. With no Arab sum- 
mit looming on the horizon, the U.S. inter- 
prets the Arab posture as a licence to con- 
tinue its policy towards Iraq and its people 
with impunity; 

During the Gulf War in 1991, several U.S. 
“smart’' missiles hit many civilian targets 
including a shelter in the heart of Baghdad 
in which Iraqi women and children sought 
refuge from the war. We all remember with 
horror the results of a US. weapon that 
went astray then. No amount of apologies 
would compensate the Iraqi people for the 
human loss then or now. 

It seems that Washington is bent on seeing 
only one side of the equation of the Arab 
scene and insists on its own interpretation of 
the Arab pulse on Iraq. While the recent 
Arab ministerial meeting in Cairo appeared 
inconclusive and the prospects of holding an 
Arab summit seem now to be remote, the 
US. will be committing a grave error If it 
ignored the sentiment of Arab peoples 
manifested during last month's meeting of 
the Arab Parliamentary Union. The US. 
should therefore sense the Arab mood 
because ignoring that would not be in the 
interest of the US. or its Arab allies. 

The Iraqi situation has been prolonged for 
much too long. It is time for an honest, fair 
and equitable reassessment. Driving the 
Iraqi people further into desperation 
smacks of more trouble ahead. Sound and 
sensible diplomacy is what we and Iraq 
need most. Enough is enough. It is high 
time to call a spade a spade. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'i's Mufid NahJeh said that although the Drought 
Committee feels that Jordan has only been affected by the 
drought as much as all the countries in the Mediterranean 
region, the situation in the Kingdom is dangerous and needs 
all parties' attention. Everybody is aware of the drought and 
how scarce the Kingdom's water resources are, Nahleh said. 
Thus, he said, administrations responsible for water issues 
have to establish strategies to support water reserves and 
search for safe alternatives in order to ensure that water is 
available in the coming years. The committee is concentrat- 
ing on grazing land, support for livestock breeders and pro- 
viding water to their animals while at the same time ignoring 
other' important factors in cities, the badia and the countryside, 
said the writer. The committee has allocated JD1 50 million to 
cope with the effects of the drought, hit this is not enough to 
provide water even for a month, said Nahleh. The biggest 
problem facing city communities is water shortage, and the 
country’s economy and tourism will be harmed if such should 
occur, the writer warned. 

AJ Dust our ’s Mazen Sake: said the contamination of the Zai 
Water Treatment Plant's water is still being reviewed by the 
courts and thus the media are banned from reporting on it, But 
the water crisis, pollution, even the plant's capabilities and its 
possible dysfunction, are very important issues to citizens. 
Saket added Even though the administrative mailers are in 
court, the situation at Zai needs immediate and decisive action 
by the Ministry' of Water and Irrigation. Just like any con- 
struction. water and desalination projects require mainte- 
nance, expansion and development but these elements were 
almost absent during the past years as a result of a lack of 
proper planning and budgeting. This led such projects into 
serious problems, and the state of the Kingdom's 14 treatment 
plants proves this, according to Saket, who called for an 
immediate review of all treatment plants, including Zai in 
order to prevent any future crisis. 


Studies, activities and parental attitudes 


THERE ARE many parents in our 
society who have, especially 
recently, become amply conscious 
of the various needs of their chil- 
dren during their school years. 
Children need to study, leam, 
acquire information and become 
competent in the many subjects 
they take at school, but they also 
need to grow, develop and evolve 
in many other ways — and to have 
fun. 

Hence you find such parents 
making it a point to involve their 
children in various activities, 
throughout the academic year 
itself and in the summer vacation: 
sports, music, reading groups, 
camps of sorts, etc. They also 
make it a point to take their chil- 
dren with them to the movies, 
shops, restaurants, picnics, etc. 
One learns from books, but one 
also learns from experience. In 
today's fast-changing world, 
where information technologies 


have changed quantitatively and 
qualitatively, individuals cannot 
confine their knowledge and expe- 
rience to books. 

Acquiring information is impor- 
tant, but acquiring general skills is 
also important. It is a must to 
know historical, scientific and 
general facis. for example. But it is 
also a must to be able to socialise 
with relatives and friends, to hold 
intelligent discussions with friends 
and acquaintances, to buy com- 
modities of sons and bargain with 
salesmen, to go out and watch 
movies, to dine out. to play spons, 
etc. 

This is all fine, some may hasten 
to say. Where is the problem? 

The problem lies in a majority of 
parents in our part of the world, 
especially in the less privileged 
segments of our society who think 
that their children's sole job dur- 
ing the academic year is to study. 
Most such parents’ want their chil- 


dren to spend most of their time, if 
not all of iu with books. And what 
books? Not books which you 
check out of the library or books 
which you buy from bookstores, 
but textbooks. 

Some of these parents dismiss 
the notion that their children car. 
study, get involved in other activi- 
ties, and play at the same time. 
There is no sense whatsoever not 
only of time organisation, and of 
sorting out priorities, but also of 
the fact that sports, outings, social- 
ising. movies, peer gatherings, etc. 
are important to students' personal 
growth and development. 
Anything other than studying is a 
waste of time. 

This is why such parents prevent 
their children from plasing. from 
going our. from waiching televi- 
sion. from socialising, from read- 
ing books outside the school syl- 
labus and from a number of other 
activities. 
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Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 

Many students who come from 
this particular segment of our soci- 
ety grow up lacking many essen- 
tial needs — psychological, phys- 
iological. intellectual and social. 
Their parents want them to be text- 
book-worms. For what purpose? 
For the sole purpose of getting 


high grades in exams, and not fa 
the purpose, even, of acquiring 
information or knowledge. 

There is a problem, at this level 

— a big problem. Many of our stu- 
dents reach adulthood and ait 
ignorant of the most basic skills. 
They do not know how to bey 
from salesmen, they do not know 
how to socialise adequately, % y 
do not know how to express them- 
selves effectively, they do- -act 
know how to cook the simplest of 
meals, they do not know how-to 
check a book out from the libiay 
they do not know how to cross the 
street etc. There are so many 
things which they do not know in 
facL 

Life and school can go together 

— must go together. This is~w&at 
many parents in our society need 
to learn. It is a must not only- to 
enlighten parents about this but 
also to help and empower them-to 
help and empower their chvldfejL 



Samar an ch 


Of gentle breezes, hot air 
and winds of change 


WITH ALL due respect to those in both 
the public and private sectors talking in 
the past few days about major reform, 
the forecast for Amman does not in my 
opinion include the prospect of strong 
winds of change. Jordan is stuck in the 
middle of more than one major crisis in 
a volatile region, and the troubles of Iraq. 
Palestine and other parts of the Middle 
East mean that the priority for 
Jordanians remains stability and securi- 
ty. Happily, Jordan has been secure and 
stable for some time now. and that is cer- 
tainly a blessing. However, these over- 
riding considerations will continue to 
take priority over things like strong eco- 
nomic growth, innovative change, and a 
major overhaul of state institutions as 
well as the socio-economic system in 
general. In such a context, the winds of 
change are likely to be light breezes. 

Nevertheless, change must come. The 
brutal truth is that the present economic 
system cannot continue in the current 
regional context without more and more 
foreign aid. This help from our friends 
abroad may appear like the kiss of life to 
some; in fact it is the kiss of death, inso- 
far as many Jordanians are becoming 
more dependent on help from the out- 
side. The economy in general and the 
government in particular is starting to be 
kept afloat economically by more for- 
eign aid. This is a recipe for disaster. 

What we have experienced over the 
last few years was not in fact strong 
winds of change so much as powerful 
blasts of hot air from people in the pub- 
lic and private sector alike spouting slo- 
gans in a desperate attempt to beautify 
an ugly system and shore up a sagging 
economy. Such pronouncements — 
whether made by Jordanians or others 
— have ended up as being grossly mis- 
leading to businesses. Sending the 
wrong signals to people is part of the 
cause of the present crisis. When the 
Peace Train crashed in 1996, Jordanian 
economic development in general and 
investment in some sectors in particular 
got out of kilter with regional politics. 
Partly as a result of this, Jordanians con- 
tinued to get poorer in 1996-98, with 
growth in population running higher 
than the expansion of the economy. The 
current year will probably not be better, 
with officials projecting economic 
expansion of three per cent, about the 
same level as the rise in the population. 
Of course, this is a fiasco, particularly as 


the Amman media which are directly run 
by the state or indirectly influenced by 
the government have been throwing 
cheerful economic news at us. Amman 
remains dominated by the 'Clean 
Laundry' school of political economy, 
which insists that only good things be 
said about Jordan outside the country, 
and the “Squeaky Clean’ fanatics who 
refuse to say anything bad both here and 
abroad are very powerful too. All these 
people have not stopped telling us that 
Jordan's economy has to a large extent 
been stabilised compared to the period 
of upheaval of the late 1980s. However, 
that was a decade ago. Jordan had been 
seen as a “star pupil" of the IMF thanks 
to apparently successful years of eco- 
nomic reform. However, even if this is 
true it should not continue to be cause 
for self-congratulation. Structural adjust- 
ment simply means that you were doing 
something wrong, and that now this has 
to be corrected. (Whether the structural 
adjustment currently foisted on us is a 
good thing itself is another story entire- 
ly). Whatever happens to the economy 
over the next few years. Jordan needs 
clearer heads to evaluate and debate the 
economic facts publicly The people 
who run the country must be more open 
in disseminating economic information 
and in explaining reforms fully to the 
public. Debate and discussion of policies 
and consensus building for policy choic- 
es must also be undertaken. Better 
understanding of economic policies by 
the public enhances the credibility and 
acceptability of policies and also ensures 
accountability on the part of govern- 
ments. Otherwise, Us back 10 the 
extremes of official obfuscation con- 
fronting public scepticism. 

As I have mentioned in a previous col- 
umn, the start of a solution is for the gov- 
ernment to first admit that the economy 
is in bad shape. The first step must be for 
as high an official as possible to say as 
loudly as possible that the economy is a 
mess. To continue to talk about external 
factors without mentioning internal ones 
such as corruption, overmanning- slow 
decision-making, and many other public 
sector issues is misleading. Not that 
these problems are going to be solved 
overnight but honesty by the govern- 
ment is a prerequisite for changes in the 
public sector which are vital if Jordan is 
to develop. This is a tali order, but a start 
can be made in the present period of 
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Riad al Khouri 

‘Amman remains 
dominated by the 
‘Clean Laundry’ 
school of political 
economy and the 
‘Squeaky Clean’ 
fanatics’ 


change. 

The partnership between civil society, 
the private sector, governments and mul- 
tilateral institutions that World Bank 
President James Wolfensohn evoked in 
September of last year at the 
Mediterranean Development Forum in 
Marrakech would also be a good thing 
for Jordan. One of the challenges faced 
in the country today is how to improve 
access to economic information. This 
information is in the hands of both gov- 
ernments and development agencies 
such as the World Bank. It would be nice 
for die bank and our government to sup- 
port a series of meetings that would 
bring together state agencies and local 
economists to discuss actions that would 
lead to better information sharing. 

Such a step, if supported by the gov- 
ernment, would help to allow more 
effective public debate of economic 
problems. Such constructive airing of 
our difficulties could be a step in the 
right direction. The alternative is for the 
hot air to continue to blow, instead of 
winds of change. 




A long way to go 

To the Editor: 

I AM A Jordanian woman who lives in the United' 
States. I did not have the opportunity to watch the 20/20 
programme, however, it created such a controversy here 
thafail my American colleagues, were asking me about 
this practice and expressing horror and shock and dis- 
dain for Jordan as a country and its “backward" people. 
Of course. 1 was caught off guard: I have always known, 
that in extreme cases, this sort of thing occurs in Jordan, 
but that it is not the norm and it is not really accepted jji"' 
our societv as a “tradition" as is now believed in the 

VS. 

Needless, to say. I was humiliated and did my best to- 
give all kinds of arguments to explain that this is really 
not what Jordan is all about, and it is not tradition andjt 
is not normal. 1 know that this practice is horrible and. 
the Jordanian government should exert great efforts^ 
prevent such murders. 

One the other hand, I find it very hard to understand^] 
why the Western media insist on portraying Arabs Os 
cold-blooded, backward, savage murderers. If we lot*, 
at the crime statistics across the Arab World, we finfi- 
that it is the lowest in the world- In the U.S., rape is sucj? 
a common crime that, on average, an American woman 1 
is likely to be raped every minute. 

A pool of very well-educated and professional women 
across the Arab World have achieved a measurable level 
of progress in establishing the basis of women’s rights,' 
but it seems that we still have a long way to so. - . 

Nida Abu-Rumman 

us.: 


Together we’ll build peace- 

To the Editor: 

THE MAJOR developments that have taken place in 
this century, including sophisticated weaponry, have 
shown that mankind and the environment are threatened 
with total ruin and destruction. 

Violence in many forms has been assaulting human 
societies, and many people have been suffering in 
silence from the use of violence against them. We must 
exert our greatest efforts to stop such practices. Violence 
only creates pain and instability, and there is more to 
come in a sick planet that is threatened with complete 
devastation. 

■ Let us teach peace: Let us implant it in our childrenV 
hearts and bring them up on this principle. This will be 
the first step towards building a world of peace and 
security, to ensure a safe and better future life for our 
children. 

" Let us teach our children that violence is the weapon 
of ignorant persons, and that tolerance and peace are the 
weapons of the wise. 

• Let us teach them to defend their opinions with argu- 
ment. as violence has never won an argument. 

• Let us teach them that tolerance is the weapon of the 
strong, and vengeance is that of the weak. 

• Let us teach them that tolerance sometimes is even- 
tougher than violence. 

Together we can build a world of peace for us all! ' 

Mohannad Abu Jaber 
Amman 


Be logical 


To the Editor: 


I WONDER why political analysts writing about the 
Arabs never refer to the real reason behind many of oof 
problems? Why don't they analyse Arab psychology? 

1 don t agree with those who think that our tragedy is 
betrause of U.S. , U.K. or U.N. The reason isn't politi- 
cal. it is cultural. We are an emotional rather than logfc 
cal people. We are more concerned with form than 
essence. It is time for us to behave logically and stop 
allowing out emotions to dictate our future! " 

Mohammad Al. Btonsh 
Karak 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contnbt 
Jrom its readers on any issue they wish to tt 
Utters intended fdr publication should contain 
writer's full name and preferably address as 
Names can be withheld upon request but only t 
special circumstances. Utters are subject to a 
and abridging. 
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By Julian Borger 


The spy who made McCarthy 


UKH PATHOLOGISTS trying to 
explain a freak viral outbreak! Ameri- 
can historians have been poring over 
i|ie MeCarthyist phenomenon for the 
past half-centurv. striving to explain 
how a small group of legislators, the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee, managed to paralyse U.S. 
democracy and scar a generation. But 
ijie great, ironic secret at the comma- 
nd's roots has emerged only now, in 
Moscow. According to newly 
unearthed KGB files, the committee’s 
founding father — the man who paved 
the way for Senator Joe McCarthy's 
witch-hunts — was a Soviet spy. 

His name was Samuel Dickstein. a 
Democratic congressman from Man- 
hattan who created the committee’s 
prototype in 1934 as a means for hunt- 
ing down home-grown Nazis. 

His campaign against the spread of 
American fascism and his post-war 
service as a New York judge are hon- 
oured by a commemorative collection 
of his papers in the American Jew i*h 
.Archives. 

But to the NKVD (the KGB’s pre- 
cursor) Dickstein was an important, if 
troublesome, agent whose mercenary 
instincts earned him the codename 
■Crack'. For just over rwo years, ar the 
onset of the World War II. his han- 
dler believed he was worth the 
money. It was the first and — as far as 
anyone knows — the last time the 
Soviet spymastem managed to ‘buy* a 
member of Congress. 

Dickstein’s espionage has come to 
light now as a result of an unusual deal 
struck by the U.S. publishers Random 
House and the KGB's old-boy net- 
work. the Association of Retired Intel- 
ligence Officers. In return for a lump- 
sum payment, two researchers — 
Allen Weinstein, a U.S. espionage 
expert, and Alexander Vassiliev, “a 
retired Russian agent — had roughly 
two years, 1994 to 1996. to mmraase 
through an assortment of KGB 
dossiers. They were then able to check 


what they found against U.S. inter- 
cepts ol Sov iet i nielli cence communi- 
cations from the period. 

In their hook The Haunted Wood. 
Weinstein and Va.s*iliev portray an 
unfamiliar America, where some of 
the richest and brightest of the New 
Deal era vied with one another to spy 
for Stalin. It was the high-water mark 
°f the American left. The Haunted 
Wood describes a world where: 
Avowed or covert Communists, 
democratic socialists, farmer- labour 
activists, and Roosevelt Democrat loy- 
alists tound common ground within 
the many new agencies and older 
departments ol FDR’s government.' 
The spies who sprouted from this fer- 
ment came in many varieties. Along- 
side Dickstein. who sold his services 
mainly for money, there were egalitar- 
ian New Deal policy wonks. who 
spied out of anti-fascist conviction, 
and the daughter of the U.S. ambas- 
sador in Berlin, who did it for love and 
sex. 

Another traitor unmasked by Wein- 
stein and Vassiliev is Lawrence Dug- 
gan. the head of the Latin American 
section in Roosevelt’s Stale Depart- 
ment. who was apparently desperate 
to strike a covert blow for socialism. 

According to Boris Bazarov, the 
Washington station chief. Duggan told 
his Soviet handlers: ‘The only thing 
which kept him at his hateful job in 
the State Depan meni where he did not 
gel out of his tuxedo for two weeks, 
every night attending a reception, was 
the idea of being useful for our cause.’ 
From the NKVD documents. Duggan 
comes across as □ typical member of a 
substantial group of young American 
intellectuals, which included Alger 
Hiss — another rising State Depart- 
ment star in the late thirties. Their 
faith in the American way of life had 
been shaken by the WallStreet crash 
and the Depression, and they viewed 
the Soviet Union as the most effective 
remaining bulwark against Hitler. 

Dickstein was different. He was 42 
years old when he first made contact 


with Soviet agent* in 1937. By then he 
had been a congressman lor the Lower 
East Side for 15 years, ;md was very 
much part of the corrupt world of big 
city politic*. There is evidence that lie 
demanded under-the-counter pay- 
ments from immigrant* lor help in 
securing U.S. t'i.sAs. 

In The Haunted Wood, the Lithuan- 
ian- bom New Yorker emerge* as a 
jaded and cynical player. He put a 
price on his information, and let it be 
known he was available in the highest 
bidder. He began by offering detail* 
on Russian rightwinger* living in the 
U.S., but went on to supply secret 
details of the 1940 war budget. 

He demanded $2,500 pcr'month for 
his work and complained bitterly 
when he was tentatively offered a fifth 
of that amount. It was at (hi* point hi* 
handlers dubbed him the ’Crook'. One 
of them noted in his report buck to 
Moscow: 'We are fully aware who we 
are dealing with. ’Crook’ is complete- 
ly justifying his code name. This is an 
unscrupulous type, greedy for money, 
consented to work because of money, 
a very cunning swindler.' When the 
Soviets withheld payments — sus- 
pecting (with some justification j they 
were being palmed commonly -avuil- 
able gossip at absurdly high prices — 
Dickstein complained he had been 
paid by British intelligence ‘without 
any question*’. 

Weinstein, a veteran U.S. spy- 
watcher, says he and Vassiliev (who 
now lives in Britain) were unahlc to 
stand up Dickslein’s claim* to be a 
part-time British agent, because our 
intelligence records from the era 
remain sealed, 'll was his claim. It 
could have been a boast. At this point 
there’s no way of telling.’ Weinstein 
says. 

But Dickslein’s Soviet handler, Peter 
Gutzeil. took him at his word and was 
clearly taken aback by such brazen 
promiscuity: ’We are shocked.* 

Gutzeil sniffed to his superiors but 
here it is normal.’ Dickstein clearly 
saw selling secrets as a lucrative side- 


line to In* legislative work. inaximi*- 
ine the financial return* of office. Bat 
/eating through some of his persona! 
record* in the National Archives, i; is 
jt least possible in conceive of anoth- 
er, more sympathetic, side to Dick- 
stein. 

T he tile* suggest that he went in 
search of NKVD roubles only alter hi* 
sell -styled crusade against the Nazi* 
was mutated by a Congress steeped in 
anti-Semitism into the red-baiting 
witch-hum ii ultimately became 

In a December 1933 radio address. 
Dickstein set out the case fur hi.* Spe- 
cial Committee on Un-American 
Activities. While chairman of the 
Immigration and Natural i*ation Com- 
mittee. he said he had unearthed 
enough evidence of German infiltra- 
tion ’to detine the Nazi got eminent 
here as the most Jangerou* threat lr 
our delink. 1 racy that has evcre.visicJ’ 

He pointed in new pm-Nazi organ! 
sation* springing up aero** the L'.S 
such a* the Friends ol New German} 
and the Silver Shirts of America 
which espoused the creation of 
racially pure Aryan society arid ill 
segregation of Jew s. 

When his proposal went to th 
of the House in March N34. how eve 
it met determined resistance. One cun 
gressnun warned against an ’inte*ti 
gal ion of the German government or 
the so-called ‘persecution’ of the Jew 
in Germany’. 

Another congressman, from Te\a 
waxed lyrical about his state's tuler 
anee for Jews. 

’Throughout my life, 1 have 
been friendly with the Jew- 
ish race. We played together 
as boys... Some of my clos- 
est friends in life have been 
Jews. In every place in 
Texas where I have lived 
there has been no discrimi- 
nation whatever against 
Jews.’ As a Jewish immi- 
grant himself, Dickstein 
would have been as aware of 
the realities of the American 


South a* the plight of the Jew * in Ger- 
many. 

But to win his prize, he said what 
was required of him. promising Con- 
gress: ‘This committer fcj* nothing to 
du with the attair* being conducted in 
Germany... We .ire nui interested in 
what happen* in Germany.’ Dickstein 
gut hi* committee, bat the chairman- 
ship went instead to John McCormack 
of Massachusetts, who di\ ided it* 
investigations equally between U.S. 
Nazi sympathiser* and a range of left- 
wing group* including trade union*. 
By 1937. Dickstein began lookinc for 
other outlet * for his anti-Nazi zeal and 
had become a paid S.v. iet aeent. 

When the committee was reconsti- 
tuted in N3X as the House Un- Amer- 
ican Actiwiic* Committee iHU’ACt 
under the r/ghtw mg leadership of 
Man in Die*, it turned almost ii* entire 


attention to the pursuit of suspected 
.ommunisi*. Dickstein failed to w in a 


!. He looked on 


L’.S. ’brown 


under the leadership of the 
American Fuhrer*. Fritz Kuhn, rallied 


i:i Madison Square Garden. 

Without access to HU’ AC’s inner 


workings, he was of diminishing 
interest to his So\ iet >.3v 


master* Huvir. 


total Of 


$12,000 mow 


w orth 


about 


$ 1 33.000 1 , the NKVD decided in 
1940 that he was more trouble than he 
was worth. 

After five more year* in Congress. 
Dickstein sCncd a* a New York judge 
until he died in N54. Senator Joseph 
McCarthy fell from grjee the same 
year, but by then Dick stein's mutant 
creation had run amok across the L'.S. . 

The committee itself stumbled on 
until 1970. when Congress finally 
killed it off. The damage it had done to 
American society is siill visible today 
— fur example in the almost physical 
horror of socialism and social democ- 
racy 

After all these years, it is somehow 
fitting to discover that it was ihe brain- 
child of a traitor. 

— r/.v uuiift/iun 




Life didn’t start Fossil 

with a bang. It shows 

didn’t start at all speedy 


By Tim Radford 

The history of time is no 
longer brief. The universe 
never actually began: it bub- 
bled off some other, pre-exist- 
ing universe. And it will not 
come ro an end: other parts of 
the universe are being created 
now'. “If life in our part of the 
utuvose were to disappear, it 
will appear again someplace 
else," the cosmological theo- 
rist Andrei Linde told die 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science 
meeting in Anaheim. Califor- 
nia. “So the universe as a 
whole becomes immortal’' 
Professor Linde, the Russian 
physicist based at Stanford 
University, is one of the archi- 
tects of the new universe the- 
ories. He has discarded the 
Big Bang version made 
famous (and understandable) 
by the Cambridge cosmolo- 
gist Stephen Hawking. 

Linde does not believe that 
oveiything began 15 billion 
jears ago bur sees the uni- 
verse in which human life 
developed as just one of 
many inflating halls of space 
time that in turn produce new 
hails, and soon forever. 

“The original idea was that 
all die universe appeared as 
an explosion of very hot mat- 
ter, a huge ball of fire. Then 
we understood that this was 
not big enough, not fast 
enough, not explosive 


enough." he said. 

The original hypothesis did 
not explain why the universe 
looked much the same in all 
directions, or why there were 
so many things in it 

In the inflation scenario, an 
extremely small fmgmeni ol 
space expanded to an area far. 
far larger than the visible uni- 
verse in an unimaginable 
fraction of a second and 
everything in that space — 
atoms, stars and light — con- 
densed out of the colossal 
energy' released by the infla- 
tion. 

’’Right now there are some 
other pares of the universe 
where newer and newer parts 
are being produced: they are 
inflating” and expanding 
exponentially and then they 
come to a stage similar,, or 
mavbe diss imilar, to ours, he 
said The universe contained 
100 billion galaxies each with 
100 billion stars. ’’If you start 
with a typical Big Bang uni- 
verse with a typical size with 
a typical density initially and 
iben you count how many 
particles the universe would 
contain, the answer would be 
one particle, or maybe 1 0 par- 
ticles. but not the amount of 
particles necessary to make 
one journalist." he said. “So 
the fact that you are here is 
proof something was wrong 
with the Big Bang theory." 

— The GtiunJnirt 


dinosaurs 


The Assert a led Press 

THE BEST-PRESERVED dinosaur fos- 
sil ever found suggests some of the 
extinct animals had the super-powerful 
lungs needed to be fast and deadly 
hunter.. 

A 1 10 million-year-old fossil of a baby 
dinosaur called Scipionyx is so well-pre- 
served that researches believe it bears die 
image of some of the animal's internal 
organs, said Nicholas Geist. a paleobiolo- 
gist at Oregon State University 1 . 

” “The extraordinary condition of the 
fossils allows us to hang some meat on 
the bones of these animals." said Geist, 
the senior author of a study which 
appeared Iasi week in the journal Sei- 
ence. 

“What you usually get in fossils is just 
bones, but in this one there are remnants 
of liver, large intestine, windpipe and 
muscle’* he said. “It is like a Rosetta 
stone for dinosaurs." Scipionyx was a 
therepodL a type of meat-eating dinosaur 
that walked on its hind legs, had a long 
tail small forearms and a big head with a 
large mouth and teeth. 

The soft tissue impressions show that 
ihe Scipionyx had a two-partition abdom- 
inal cavity', with the lungs and heart in 
one section and the liver and guts in ihe 
other. The liver was connected by muscle 
to a pelvic bone. Geist stud, suggesting 
the animal had a breathing system called 
a hepatic piston. 

In such a system, muscles pull against 
the liver, causing the breathing cavity to 
expand slightly. That forces air into the 



Going it alone 
or engaging 
in a spot of 
networking 


Bv 

Jean-Claude 

Elias 


chip talk 


Meat-eating dinosaurs may have been technically reptilian, 
but they could run fast enough and long enough to chase 
down any prey they wanted (Reuters photo) 


lungs at a high rate. 

“This is necessary for sustained activi- 
ty,” said GeisL 

'These theropods were exceedingly 
last and dangerous animals. 

They *rrc not slow and .sluggish like 
many modem reptiles.*' Mammals have a 
diaphragm muscle that causes the lung 
cavity to expand and draw in air. The abil- 
ity to rapidly ventilate the Jung.s is essen- 
tial for moving swiftly for long peri«xls. 

Dinosaurs' lung capacity may be one 
reason they dominated mammals for 
about 150 million years, said Geist. 
Mammals during this period were small 
and no match for the meat-eating 
dinosaur. 

“These dinosuurs were fierce animals 
that could run prey down over extended 
distances,” Geist said. “This was like a 
turbocharged lizard. The mammals 
couldn't get a foothold and just tried to 
stay our of the way." 'The hepatic piston 
works best in a warm, mild climate such 


as the Earth enjoyed during most of the 
dinosaur era. When the climate chilled, 
the dinosaurs were in trouble. Geist said. 

’These animals may ha\e been so spe- 
cialised for the warm climate, that even a 
minur change over an extended period 
may have helped do them in." he said. 

Bui not all experts agree that the Scipi- 
onyx fossil give* such precise evidence of 
a hepatic pump breathing system, said 
Paul Soreno. a dinosaur expert at the Uni- 
versity 1 of Chicago. 

"For many in die field, that interpreta- 
tion is controversial." said Soreno. 

The Scipionyx fossil, the only dinosaur 
ever found in Italy, is small enough to 
hold in two (lands' and the animal may 
have been only days old when it died. 
Geist said it perished in a saltwater marsh 
that preserved iLs body structure. 

No fossil for an adult Scipionyx ha* 
been found and Geist said the animal 
species probably grew to only about the 
size of a large dog. 


Why worry about the Millennium? We got it wrong 
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, ..»m iTi-rinp in sav 'Wl because ’Tliai is ihe anniversary of a non-event," Gin- from Earth slowing our spinning planet by about 

By Mark Egan J^W^oes on te4nficydc to we gerichsaid adding avoid any bl^nms inipli- one ^annually 

Reuters ^ .SLr Goto" by our calendar, which was cations, “because Chnst was already bum for sever- “Almost every Dec. 31. you get that extra *c- 
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MUCH OF THE worfd plans to welcome, a new 
Millennium on Jan. 1, 2000. But one scrennsr says 
riot celebration could be a few seconds off. orayear 
early, or less than a year early — or maybe many 
years off the mark. . r -- 


“So for those of you counting down to die Mil- 
lennium remember to go. five. four, three, two, one. 
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getich on Saturday dubbed the current Milknni calculations made in the year 53 1 A.D. thought, meaning we \ l missed L Fur rhe last Millennium, many panicked that the 
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mileage counter to change 6»«» » “ ° B “ ii the Dionysian cycle, the ta year sums at then: Ml Gingerich said. 

But tKX wanting to spofl the Mdl^nam beginning of the first fiill calendar year of ^the h >" ;. „ _ n0 ,, "Between the Y2K tsear 20001 bus anJ the 

.fcwof those listening to Hs speech at *«Amen a empcror . Therefore, since our cafcn- eelebniteand odometer svndrome. obviously the publicity is 
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speech at teAmen- »Jen- celebnae and we blew V On a mote .venous now, 

fan Association for the Advancement of Science on fctoh 0 f Jesus Christ, who w-as Gingerich said that ^ ^ 

hearing, Gingerich had a suggesuon. homonte 25 in the year 1 B.C.. the Millennium Earth and the Moon also means we will m.v He 

hviee? & when : esacriy - ^ JoL 25,2000. H**™. 


pWhy oot celebrate twice? So when exa. J _■ be celebrated on Dec. 25, 2000- 

s^femium? “That’s a different 9 u f SD0 " , . gut even that is not the real Milleanium. 

I’m going to answer,” Gingench repu 


UUVlUUUIklf IMWII “J — — - . , . . 

Each vear, he said, the Moon movies further away not celebrate twice: 


“Between the Y2K (year 2000) bug and the 
odomeicr syndrome, obviously the publicity 1 is 
going to go with Jaa 1, 20U0," Gingerich said. "So 
I’m willing to roll with die crowd and suggest, why 


THOSE WHO 
starred fheir love 
affair wirh per- 
sonal computers 

jn ihe eighties 

know all too 
well how many times 
they had lo change their 
computing habits and 
ways of dealing with 
rhe machines. What 
was unthinkable in 
1 9S5 for instance 
became feasible in 
1990 and daily routine 
in 1995. Now high- 
quality colour priming 
ai home has reached a 
new dimension, Inter- 
net is something you 
can't live without and 
CD players have gradu- 
ated from mere trendy 
gadgets to indispens- 
able devices. 

Still, the most dra- 
matic change in person- 
al computing is the 
increasing usage of 
local area networking 
c L A iV i. The pri vi lege 
of large mainframe 
computer and giant cor- 
porations until about 
1 990. computer net- 
works have become 
affordable and easy to 
handle. People are dis- 
covering the advantage 
of connecting PCs — 
sharing data, sharing 
resources, transferring 
information. making 
back ups from one sys- 
tem to another, and so 
forth. They are also dis- 
covering their disad- 
vantages at ihe same 
time ~ — reduced data 
security and confiden- 
liuiiiv, higher risk ot 
infection by viruses, 
slower processing, and 
the like. 

The Internet actually 
if the most common 
form of networking 
since it connects your 
PC to rhe external 
world fi.e. to other 



computers), albeit only 
for the duration of the 
connection, that is until 
you hang up or shut off 
the modem. 

Small and medium- 
sized firm* were afraid 
of the complexity of 
LANs, now the whole 
setup and work proce- 
dure have become u.scr- 
friendiier. It’s even fea- 
sible for private users. 1 
know of some homes in 
Amman which are 
equipped with LANs 
where 2. 3 or even 4 
PCs are interconnected. 
This provides the enor- 
mous advantages to 
share expensive periph- 
erals for example — 
just buy one laser print- 
er or one scanner and 
let all the system* on 
the LAN use them. 

There is no rule as to 
whether one should or 
shouldn’t go for net- 
working. Generally 
speaking home users 
and small offices can 
live perfectly happy 
without a LAN. Then 
again, anyone with an 
Internet connection 
already has some form 
of networking- There is 
no doubt that leaving 
your computer “uncon- 
nected" will ensure 
•ireater security and 
fewer hassles. \ou*I! 
sleep better at night. In 
some cases though a 
LAN is the only answer 
to data sharing and to 
avoid buying redundant 
hardware. Each situa- 
tion is to be analysed 
separately for the needs 
and requirements vary 
tremendously from one 
case lo another. 
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s Economy 

Bank of Israel head: Budget is top priority 


TEL AVIV 00 — Bank of 
Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel said Wednesday 
that the key problem facing 
the country's economy was 
parliament’s Mure to 
approve the 1999 budget. 

’The main economic tool 
in every modem economy, 
including Israel, is the bud- 
get. What is happening 
today is a most worrying 
phenomenon," Frenkel 
tolds a news conference 
marking the release of the 
central bank’s 1998 infla- 
tion report. 

The government’s 215 
billion shekel (552.7 bil- 
lion) budget has been 
locked in parliament since 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's coalition col- 
lapsed in December. Law- 
makers have refused to vote 
on the package until a vari- 
ety of new spending and 
other measures are first 
approved. 

Earlier on Wednesday 
budget talks in the parlia- 
mentary finance committee 
fell apart forcing legisla- 
tors to put off a vote origi- 
nally set for later in the day 
to sometime next week. 

“Its important that parlia- 
ment not retreat from the 
framework already 

approved by the govern- 
ment," Frenkel said. 

He warned that it was not 
enough that parliament 
keep to the legally mandat- 
ed deficit of two per cent of 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) but that spending 
priori lie.s and tax level* be 


set to encourage long-term 
growth. 

His remarks were aimed 
at legislators who have been 
seeking to insert measures 
for their constituencies 
ahead of the general elec- 
tion scheduled for May 17. 

Frenkel discounted 
remarks by Netanyahu in 
recent weeks that the prime 
minister planned to raise the 
government’s inflation tar- 
get from a 4.0 per cent rate 
for 1999. 

“The matter, to the best of 
my knowledge, is not on the 
agenda. The government 
adopted a certain inflation 
target and that is the target 
the Bank of Israel will try to 
achieve." he said- 

Frenkel stressed that the 
Bank of Israel would con- 
tinue to take a cautionary 
line aimed at bringing back 
inflation to the 4 per cent 
level it had fallen to in the 
first half of 1998. 

On Monday, the bank 
announced it was keeping 
its February base lending 
rate at an annual 13.5 per 
cent 

The rate was raised by 
percentage points in 4 
November in response to a 
tumbling shekel and accel- 
erating inflation. 

Both the exchange rate 
and inflation have since sta- 
bilised, but Frenkel said he 
saw no reason yet to ease 
his monetary stance. 

“Real interest rates in 
Israel today are of course 
very high, but they must be 
in licht of the challenges 


and risks both abroad and at 
home," he said. 

He said inflation was sub- 
ject to surprise external 
shocks, which increased the 
need for a cautious mone- 
tary policy. “When we sat 
here a month ago. no one 
spoke about Brazil as a 
problem." he said. 

Frenkel said he had not in 
recent weeks met 
Netanyahu, who since 
December has served also 
as finance minister, but said 
he did not think the absence 
of contact was hurting eco- 
nomic policymaking. 

“Does this hurt manage- 
ment of monetary policy? 
The answer is clearly no,” 
Frenkel said, adding that 
the central problem was 
passage of the budget in 
which the central bank had 
no direct role. 

Meanwhile, a top Bank of 
Israel official said that the 
Israeli economy could grow 
2-2.5 per cent this year 
under current conditions. 

“An analysis by the 
research department (of the 
Bank of Israel) shows that 
ament conditions support 


the treasury’s forecast of 
GDP growth of 2-2.5 per 
cent, as contained in the 
national budget." Leo Led- 
erman, head of the central 
bank's research, was quoted 
as saying. 

Lederman's remarks con- 
trasted with assessments 
from most private econo- 
mists, who are expecting 
considerably lower growth 
than last year's preliminary 
1.9 per cent increase in 
gross domestic product. 

Lederraan cautioned, 
however, that the govern- 
ment’s failure to win pas- 
sage in parliament of the 
1999 budget undermined 
the economy's long-term 
growth potential because it 
would delay plans to step 
up infrastructure spending. 

The government now is 
operating in the framework 
of the 1998 budget. 

Lederman said an unsta- 
ble world economy made 
forecasting Israeli econom- 
ic growth difficult, but he 
said the sharp depreciation 
of the Israeli shekel in 
October could be a bonus 
for the economy. 


“An important condition 
for realising this forecast is 
that we operate a policy that 
enables a large part of the 
nominal depreciation of the 
last few months to beocme 
a real depreciation.” he was 
quoted as saving. 

He said that in that con- 
text the central bank was 
committed to bringing 
inflation down to the gov- 
ernment's 4.0 per cent tar- 
get for 1999. Inflation last 
year was 8.6 per cent. 

Lederman said Israel's 
1998 export performance 
was not as bad as popularly 
perceived. 

He said the sluggish 5.2 
per cent increase in mer- 
chandise exports was main- 
ly due to falling sales of 
polished diamonds. 

Excluding diamonds, he 
noted, industrial exports 
rose 1 1.6 per cent last year, 
similar to the 1992-1995 
average. 

Lederman noted that the 
decline in foreign invest- 
ment came from financial 
investment while direct 
investment from overseas 
held steadv. 


Iran to seek $9.5b in foreign investment 


moomoQ9 _ 

The British 

••••••• 

IfHils Council 


ENGLISH 

FOR 

LIFE 


Business 
courses lor 
February and 
March 1999 
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Business Communications Unit 

The British Council Business 
Communications Unit offers a series of 
workshops giving training in English for 
business siriBs. 

In February and March we are giving two 
workshops: 

Negotiating Skills 

Students anaiyse and practise the language 
and skffis needed to cany out effective 
business negot ialio nsin English. 

Dates: 16 and 17 February 

Effective Presentations 
Students anaiyse and practice how to get 
their message across dearly and 
efhc&vBJy. 

Dates: 1 and 2 March 


Now open. Please contact Una Mwjl,' 
Registrar or John Pare, Director of Studies. 
P a yment of cowee fee secures a place. 


JD 100.000 

For more infommim i nil os cm 4636147/S, 
4613368, between 11:00am and 5:00pm. 
Fax ns cm 4656413 or 4613389 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian parliament has 
allowed the government to 
seek $9.5 billion in foreign 
investment for various pro- 
jects, mainly in the energy 
sector, newspapers have 
reported. 

About $6 billion is ear- 
marked for oil projects dur- 
ing the Iranian year which 
begins- .on .'March they 
said. 

The deals will be con- 
ducted largely on a buy- 
back basis, which allows 
the government to repay 


investors through a share of 
production. 

Iran has put up some 20 
oil and gas projects in the 
Gulf for international ten- 
der. 

An international consor- 
tium led by French firm 
Total has already been con- 
tracted to develop the South 
Pars gas project in the Gulf. 

Other projects up for ten- 
der include refineries in the 
Gulf port of Bandar-Abbas 
and the Gulf island of 
Lavan as well as in Shiraz, 
south of Tran, and a number 


of oil platforms. 

The government has also 
been allowed to borrow up 
to S3 -5 billion abroad for 
petrochemical, dam and 
sewer construction as well 
as satellite communication 
and agricultural projects. 

Parliament authorised the 
government last week to 
borrow S300 million to 
finance the launch of a 
telecommunications satel- 
lite, expected to take place 
during the next Iranian 
vear. 



MODERN MONTESSORI SCHOOL / KHILDA 


AMMAN / JORDAN 

» 1 

MMS, a private school affiliated with the International; Baccalaureate 
Organisation ( EBO ), offers a bilingual English/ Arabic curriculum for 
Giades 1 - 8 IGCSE and IB curricula in the Senior School. Due to expansion 
of the School, applications are currently being accepted for senior teaching 
positions for the 1999 / 2000 academic year in the following subjects : 


• English • History • Business Studies 

• Chemistry • Geography • Mathematic 

• Physics • Economics • Design Technology 

• Drama • Music 

^ All the above subjects are taught in English y 

Suitably qualified candidates are invited to apply to the school administration 
Head of Senior School, Tel: 553 5190 / 4 
before 15/2/ 1999. 

All applications will be dealt with in strict confidence. 


• Business Studies 

• Mathematic 

• Design Technology 


Note: Places are od a first come first served basis. 
E-mail: johiLpara%BC-AMMAN.yrim.pmi 
Registered in England as activity no. 209131 


Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, January 28-29,*g, 
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Art Basics...? Artistic Freedom... 

The Arts Center 

Sculpture, Drawing 
& Painting, Ceramics 
Beginner & Advanced Courses 

Licensed by the Ministry of Education 

Workshop & Studio Studies with 
Specialized Instructors 

Exhibition & Prizes at the End of each Course 


Visit our Current Course Exhibition 


alien Please Ca 



17 Guadalajara 
- women 

18 Methodological 
discipline 

19 Bishop 

20 Everything 

21 Tiebreaker 
periods: abbr. 

22 Moines, !A 

23 Tiny portion 

24 Keg feature 

25 Keyboard 
instruments 

29 Sand ridge 

30 Coach 
Parsagtiian 

31 Add territory 

32 Boxed in? 

33 ’ the season 

to be. . 

34 Ella's singing 
style 

35 Showered with 
love 

36 Moral 
misiudgments 

37 tor tat 

38 Plays charades 

39 Embankment 

40 Lennon's 
widow 

41 Doctrines 

42 School break 

43 ZZZ letters 

44 Sault^, Marie 

45 Pekoe or 
oolong 

46 Lanka 

47 Dolphin Marino 

48 Circus 
performer 

53 Fbgglest 

55 Spanish wine 
drink 

56 Repeat oneself 

57 Striking with a 
Joint? 

58 Used a treadle 

59 ■ of Laredo' 

down 

1 Abrasive tool 

2 Always 


By Edgar Fontaine 

Dfghton, MA 

3 "The 

Ranger* 

4 Truant from the 
USAF 

5 Contradiction in 
terms 

6 Roofing 
elements 

7 Wormy shapes 

8 Corrects a 
misconception 

9 Pitched 

10 Contrived 

11 FOrepart of a 
foot 

12 Like 
explanatory 
notes 

13 Smooth- 
skinned 
peaches 

14 Infringes on 
someone's 
privacy 

25 Clerical 
position 

26 Reduce to 
ashes 

27 Dissected 

28 Profit 


□□DO QQHd 0O0HQ 
□□□□ □□□□ nmnDQ 
□E30Q □□□01 □DD DHl 
aaQQQQHQHnHH m 
m odd Ennoona 

QDOOa □□□□□ ODD 
□□□□□□ □□□ DEDH 
ODD □ 0000000 DO □□ 
OOOD ODD DODOOO 
QOO ODOOO noooo 
OOQQOO QDO 
■ DOOODOOOODOD 
OQEH3B dQBB OOOO 

□oood aoao onoo 

OOQOO OOOO ODE3D 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


29 Goes out with 
32 Remarked 

35 Aversion 

36 Part of a 
minute; abbr. 

38 Card-game do- 
over 

39 Trainee 
42 Disavow 


45 Undertakings 

49 S-shaped 
molding 

50 Soft cheese 

51 '_Too Proud 
to Beg' 

52 Slope a stealer 
54 Personal 

oenslonS 



HUNGOE 


WHAT PACK SEAT . . 
(TRIVET 
NEVER VO. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as su0- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


I (Answers 

Yesterday's Jumbles: FACET GOURD RAVAGE BRO 
1 Answsr - Needed to be a gocxl soccer player — v 
A HEAD FOR U — 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. JANUARY 28, 1999 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You’re a warrior, of course, but every 
race in a while you get warm, snugly feelings. That’ll be happening 
more often while die moon's going through Cancer, the water sign that 
squares Aries. Water signs are emotional, and you may be surprised to 
find you have an exnodoaal side. And guess what? You may even like 
it 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're starting into a pensive phase 
today that will last into the weekend The moon's transit through 
Cancer trines Jupiter in Pisces and Mats in Scorpio. This grand trine in 
water signs could inspire you to rekindle a bond with some special 
friends. They're the ones you can talk to without saying wotds at all. 
Touch bases tonight 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ve been interested in ideas lately, 
but now you should get interested in practical matters. Its great to do 
something you love, but hs even better if you're gating paid for iL Once 
you get a job like that, work becomes play, and that possibility is out 
there now. In fact, its closer than you think. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) You're very lucky today. Yew’ re 
assertive, calm, gorgeous and inspirational — everything you always 
hoped you’d be. If any other thoughts try to get into your head just sboo 
them away. Don’t allow them to spoil the pretty picture you're creating 
for yourself. Its your life, and today you can make it be just as lovely as 
you warn. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You could wake up today with a sense of 
foreboding, as if there's something you promised to do that you’ve for- 
gotten all about Actually, odds, are high that’s actually the case. So 
today, search your brain and your notepad and the iitde scraps of paper 
you've been carrying around in vcwr pocket Find ail the promises 
you've made, and keep them. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You could have a brilliant 
insight today, almost as if it was handed to you from on high. If so, hs 
because you’ve made yourself available for incoming messages by lis- 
tening more than you speak. And today, a co-worker will be particular- 
ly verbose. Listen, but you may choose to follow your own good sense 
instead 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) You could make a brilliant 
career move today. The opportunity could come quickly, and you won’t 
have long to acu so pay attention. There's no shortage of money.' but the 
trick is getting it into your pocket. All you have to do is provide what’s 
needed The hard pan is figuring out what that is, and having it there 
on time. Follow a hunch. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21) Conditions have shifted 
they're now in your favour A lucky break is predicted so be watching 
for iL Love is abundant, and growing. Yoursdf-ccwfidence should be, 

! too. You may not be in control of the situation, but that’s OK. You might 
even choose to gjve up control, just for the fun of it If you do. you'll 
access real power 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You may be some- 
thing of a garabta; bia today you’d te wise to squelch that uige. Let the 
bouse rake in somebody elk's loose change. Speaking of houses, you 
may find a good deal in real estate or get something beautiful for your 
home. No gamble here. Its simply a good solid deaL If you find some- 
thing like that, go for it 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) \fenus is going into 
Pisces today, in your solar third house of education, making you even 
smarter than usual Venus symbolises good luck, and so does Jupiter, 
which is also in Pisces. So your luck should be stupendous. In this case, 
it has to do with education. Therefore, you should definitely sign up for 
a class. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) Whatever shenanigans 
you’ve been up to for the last few days apparently have not hurt your 
productivity, because it looks like you’re being considered for a pro- 
motion or a raise. Or could it be you’re in love with the penon who dis- 
penses the money? Hmm_. At any rate, you're lucfcy. so be bold. Ask 
forwhaiyou warn. ' _■ J - * • _ ' . 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) things Have sliift^agaih. arid 
this time you’re downright lucky. There’s a grand trine in water signs, 
which makes you even luckier yet Your intuition is good and your atti- 
tude should be improving. But instead of racing into action, you may 
cboose to sit and waiL Watch, listen and let someone else stick his or 
her neck out first 
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-1.79% 



INDUSTRY INDEX 


ZEXPORT Bk 


Eaaiais — 


0400 - 343% 


1.000 0 . 00 % 


.830 +142% 



17544 point- -247% 


ARIES: (Man* 2 1 to April 19) •_- U.' . ■UAPA 

There's a grand trine in water f' “ v- JplTiiir 

signs. The water sign side of 

1 FORECAST FORFR 

ones. They also have intuition. 

Can you see how it might be to the advantage of a warrior to have 
extrasensory perception? Watch and listen today, and you may be able 
to tune into a whole new channel. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There’s someone in your life you 
respect quite a biL He or she is analytical and scientific, and comes up 
with more data than you can ever hope to remember. Today, this per- 
son has all the facts, but might be missing the point That's what you 
have to offer, if you can find a way to communicate it effectively. Try 
repetition. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 » This looks like a good day to put a 
down payment on a cruise, or that scuha class in Tahiti. Put your 
money where your mouth is, and where your mind has been for some 
time. You don’t have to worry about losing your luggage if you*do 
your travelling from your armchair, but what’s the point? That'll never 
be satisfying; Take the plunge. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) This would be an excellent day to fall 
in love. You generally like to be pursued but today you might make 
an exception to that rule. You might see somebody so deliciously invit- 
ing that you can’t help but ask for a date. Plan it for tonighL and it 
could last all the way through tomorrow morning. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You could come upon a bit of informa- 
tion today that should best be kept secret. You may not know which 
bit it is right now, so just keep it all to yourself. Wait and see which 
facts are true, and which one are just hearsay. Today its rather hand to 
tcIL but later it'll be crystal clear. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You're supposed to be going 
to work, but a friend is urging you to take the day off. What a dilem- 
ma. A person with fewer scruples would probably play hooky. buL 
enlightened soul that you are. you recognise the enormous benefits of 
keeping your commitments. You’ll do your job perfectly, then run off 
and gel crazy! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) There’s more work than you 


can handle, so you might not 
’ think about asking for more. 
Think again. You’re a master at 
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problem areas and design a way 
around them. And if you come up with an easier way to do your job, 
you’ll be worth more money. More can be better. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 ) Acknowledgement is a 
powerful gift It benefits both receiver and giver Today, its your most 
effective tool. By acknowledging a person who’s faithful and true, 
you’ll be bringing out the best in yourself. You could also produce a 
kind of nuclear reaction. The love you give comes back, but exponen- 
tially bigger. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) There are so many 
things you're interested in learning right now. its hard to say no. Don’t 
overdo iL You can only read so many looks at one time, you know. 
Besides, the libraries are full of them. Think of ways to economise 
before you put yourself in the poorhouse trying to learn how to get 
rich. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Romance, or at least 
good friendship, looks quite likely now, with a neighbour or a friend 
of a sibling. Open yourself up to the possibility. If you have a true love, 
the two of you ought to go hang out with other people you both love. 
Love is obviously the dominant theme here. It’ll be hard to avoid it, so 
why even try? 

AQUARIUS: (Januaiy 20 to February 18) A co-worker says one 
tiring and does another. What’s going on? That's the question. The 
answer, again, is to follow die money. You may be tired of bearing 
about money by now. You're more interested in loftier pursuits. But it 
does help to keep body and soul together, and its no sin to live well. 
Today, cake care of yourself. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) You're drawing attention from a 
vay attractive person. You’re warm, compassionate, sensitive, 
thoughtful and generous, and so is the person eyeing you. Is this a 
match made in heaven? Only time will LeH The only adverse condi- 
tion is a conflict between love and money. Don't trade one for the other 
by goofing off and getting fired. 


Money flows to emerging 
set to fall further in 1999 - 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
caution resulting from 
crushing losses in Asia and 
Russia will continue to sap 
the flow of private money 
into emerging markets in 
1999. a coalition of leading 
world bankers said 
Wednesday. 

Net private capital flows to 
emerging markets are 
expected to fall to SI 40 bil- 
lion (120 billion euros), 
lower than the total for the 
199S crisis year of $150 bil- 
lion and well below the 
$260 billion seen in 1997, 
the Institute of International 
Finance (UF) said. 

However, flows to the 
economy of the troubled 
Asian region were expected 
to double this year to a mod- 
est 533 billion, as outflow's 
from the crisis countries of 
Indonesia. Malaysia. South 
Korea. Thailand and the 
Philippines slow. 

The UF predicted that 
those countries would see a 
rise in foreign investment in 
stock markets to Si 8.7 bil- 
lion from S8.5 billion last 


year. 

“The unilateral Russian 
default and devaluation in 
August had a sharply nega- 
tive impact on confidence 
and flows across the mar- 
kets. coming as h did against 
the background of the crisis 
in Asia," the HF said. 

“Atbougb the effect has 
moderated, many investors 
and lenders remain wary 
about new commitments to 
emerging markets." it added. 

Foreign banks lost a total 
of $60 billion in emerging 
markets last year, according 
to the HF. 

The grouping of private 
banks warned that emerging 
markets faced a severe cred- 
it crunch, as private bank 
lending was expected to fall 
to just $5 billion this year 
from 5200 billion in 1996. 

However, direct foreign 
investment in emerging mar- 
ket countries was expected 
to remain firm at $104 bil- 
lion. Managing director of 
HF, W illiam Dallara. told 
journalists that stricter bor- 
rowing and lending regimes 


around the world in the 
wake of the successive eco- 
nomic crises seen last year 
meant that markets and 
national economies were 
now protected from flagrant 
contagion from Brazil. 

Emerging markets "are 
better prepared to withstand 
the winds of contagion than 
they were.” Dallara said. 

' OF and HSBC bank chair- 
man, John Bond, said of the 
banks, including his own. 
that had lost so heavily to 
emerging markets last yean 
“Most of those have already 
revised their practices quite 
rigorously.” 

Despite the lessons learned 
in Asia, Brazil and Latin 
America were heading for a 
bleak year, the HF warned. 

Growth in Latin America 
would stagnate this year, and 
fall by 3_5 per cent in Brazil. 
Meanwhile, private capital 
flows were seen falling by 
half to $54 billion in 1999. 

In its report on the finan- 
cial crises of emerging coun- 
tries, the EEF advocates “new 
approaches for more direct 


markets 

-IIF 


and comprehensive contacts 
and consultation between 
die governments of major 
emerging market economies 
and their private sector cred- 
itors and investors.** 

“A much closer dialogue 
could enhance considerably 
the stability of the interna- 
tional financial system and 
avoid rude surprises,” said 
HF deputy managing direc- 
tor William Cline. 

Cline said Mexico had 
successfully led the way in 
1996 after the peso crisis. 

“Emerging markets have 
to know and understand who 
are their creditors, and vice- 
versa." said IIF Managing 
Director Charles Dallara. 

“In the case of Korea, with 
more familiarity, die depth 
of die crisis would have been 
minimized,” Dallara added. 

Participants in the regular 
meetings proposed by the 
report would include repre- 
sentatives of banks, invest- 
ment funds, pension funds 
on the one hand, and central 
bank authorities of the donor 
country on the other. 


Exchange 
money in 
minutes ! 
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Otter valid v\ !ich vou 
money and until crocks last 


Cairo Amman Bank, 
Wadi Saqra Street, 

PO Bom 95C661. 
Amman 1 1 195, Jordan. 
Tel: (v6; -65 3CS2 


Coin) \iitr.iurt IVmk 


WESTERN MONEY 
UNION TRANSFER’ 


The fastest way to send money worldwide. 


Jordan Marketplace *** JO RDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan 



DAJANI JEWELLERS 


WE DEFINE STYLE 


Amra Forum 
Hotel. Amman 



Many viilas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 079530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your cofour fj?m 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free en la r gem e nt 

20x30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweftieh Tel: 822891 



jL 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Da3y & 
Long Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5 th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal© goxomjo 



Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 


i?©iir r FfU)'id2(f4©st 



Bayerischer Hof. 

Genndn Restaurant 
lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
dinner: 6:30p.m.- 11:30 p.m. - 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamm Street TeL 5819730/ 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman-1 1118 Jordan 
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Kafelnikov optimistic of second grand slam win 


SV 


or 


MELBOURNE (R'l — Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov was brim- 
ming with confidence about his 
chance of winning his second 
grand slam title after bearing 
Todd Manin 6-2 7-6 6-2 to reach 
the Australian Open semifinals 
on Wednesday. 

Tenth-seeded Kafelnikov was 
the only seeded player to reach 
the last four after early round 
defeats and injury had robbed 
the loumamem of most of its star 
players by the fourth round. 

“There could not be a better 
opportunity for me to win anoth- 
er grand slam.” said Kafelnikov, 
winner of the 1 996 French Open. 

“I am also the only player to 
win a slam before, so maybe the 
experience is going to help me" 
he said. 

Kafelnikov said the decision 
by ivorid number one Pete 
Sampras not to come to 
Australia because of fatigue also 
became more significant the 
longer the tournament went on. 

“Once the best player in the 
world was not competing, it real- 
ly opened up the field for every- 
body” World No. 10 Kafelnikov 
said. 

The tall Russian will meet 
Tommy Haas in a semifinal on 
Friday. Haas earlier downed 
American giant-killer Vincenr 
Spadea 7-6 7-5 6-3 to record his 
best grand slam performance. 

“It will be interesting against 
Haas, but I wouldn't want to say 
I’m going to win definitely.” 
Kafelnikov. 

The other semifinal, a day ear- 
lier on Thursday, will see two 
unseeded players meet w hen in- 
form Swede Thomas Enqvist 
takes on unsung Ecuadorean 
Nicolas Lapentti. 

Haas managed to make it 
through his half of die draw 
without meeting a seeded player, 
with fourth seed Carlos Moya 
beaten in the first round and top 
seed Marcelo Rios retiring with 
a back injury without hitting a 





Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia watches his backhand return head back over the net to Todd Martin of the 
USA during their quarterfinals match at the 1999 Australian Open in Melbourne on Wednesday. Kafelnikov 
won the first set 6-2 and action continues on centre court (AFP photo) 


ball. 

Spadea then disposed of the 
remaining big threat in that half 
of the draw when he upset fifth 
seed and strong favourite Andre 
Agassi in the fourth round. 

Kafelnikov was hoping to 
reverse a trend that has seen him 
beaten by the eventual champion 
each of the previous three times 
he has played in Melbourne — 
Pete Sampras in 1994. Agassi in 
1995 and Boris Becker in 1996. 

Kafelnikov's win also snapped 
a 14-match winning streak for 
Martin which stretched back to 
the Stockholm Open in 
November. 

Martin entered the tournament 
buoyed by winning a warm-up 


event in Sydney and then sur- 
vived two tough five-setters in 
Melbourne, including one over 
1998 champion Petr Korda in the 
third round. 

“I’m in need of a little rest” 
Martin said. “The last couple of 
weeks have been busy, but its 
been a lot of fun.” 

Martin wilted against 
Kafelnikov, who mixed a cun- 
ning blend of cross-court shots, 
lobs and a strong service game. 

The American, who is close to 
re-entering the top 10. said the 
amount of tennis he had played 
had resulted in him irritating an 
old stomach muscle injury. 

“Had I played to my potential 
today. I think I could have won." 


the world number 13 said- 
adding he believed he had been 
playing the best tennis of his 
nine-year career recently. 

Martin mounted his most seri- 
ous challenge in the second set 
when he managed to hold his 
serve and force a tie-break. 

However he lost the first three, 
points on a succession of 
groundstroke errors for the 
Russian to take the tie-break 7-1. 

In the final set. Kafelnikov 
started with a service break in 
the first game before breaking 
again in the seventh with a sear- 
ing cross-court forehand. 

Kafelnikov then calmly served 
out the match to end a one-sided 
107-minute tie. 



Tommy Haas of Germany jubilates after defeating Vincent Spadea of the U.S. in the quarterfinafeirf 
the 1999 Australian Open in Melbourne on Wednesday. Haas advanced to the semifinals with a 7-&®, 
7-5, 6-3 win (AFP photo) . VSL 


Seles puts Graf era into history book: 


MELBOURNE (.AFP; — 
Monica Seles kept her remark- 
able unbeaten Australian Open 
record intact as she swept into 
the semifinals here Wednesday 
and then confined Steffi Graf 
to the history books. 

Seles won nine of the last 10 
games to knock out Graf and 
now plays defending champi- 
on Martina Hingis in 
Thursday's semifinals. 

Hingis outplayed French 
seventh seed Mary Pierce, 6-3, 
6-4. 

Tommy Haas, attempting to 
become the first unseeded 
player to win a Grand Slam 
tournament since Boris 
Becker's I9S5 Wimbledon tri- 
umph, disposed of American 
Vince Spadea in straight sets. 

The 20-year-old German 
now plays Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
for a place in Sunday's final. 

The Russian 10th seed and 
1996 French Open champion 
blasted his way past American 
15th seed Todd Martin 6-2. 7-6 
(7/1), 6-2. 

The 24-year-old Russian said 
he would never have a better 
chance to win another Grand 
Slam. 

“It is difficult to realise that 
none of the seeded players are 
left in the tournament and I am 
the only one to have won a 
Grand Siam, so that will help 
me definitely,” said 
Kafelnikov. 

“Three times hoe before I 
have been beaten by the even- 
tual champion. Pete Sampras 
in 1994, Andre Agassi in 95 
and Boris Becker in 96.” 

The 29-year-old Graf, win- 
ner of 21 Grand Slam singles 
titles, began like an express 
train but was quickly derailed. 

From serving for the first set 
at 5-4 she crashed out 5-7, 1-6. 

Only her pride stood in the 
way of only a third love-set in 
the last 15 years. 

And afterwards Seles was 
damnin g in her assessment. 



Monica Seles of the U.S. returns to Steffi Graf of Germany during their quarterfinals 
match at the 1999 Australian Open in Melbourne on Wednesday. Seles defeated Graf 7-5, 
6-1. (AFP photo) 


“Steffi's not the best player 
in the world now.” she said 
when asked if she ranked the 
match alongside their previous 
Grand Slam epics. 

“I can’t think of having had 


such a lapse,” said her fellow really sene anymore.” Graf 
former world No.l and four- added. “1 thought so much 

time Open winner, who about it in the second set that I 
dropped eight games in succes- couldn’t put a hall in. 
sion. “I got tired and nervous but I 

“I just got tired and I couldn’t didn’t know why I couldn't 


change it around. 1 told myself 
to loosen up. I usually can but 
today I didn’t find a way to. 

“At 5-4 I was dictating the 
poinLs and I thought I was 
playing fine.” said the 10th 
seeded Graf, whose sliced 
backhand was destroyed by 
Seles. 

“I didn’t really go into this 
tournament for some reason 
with enough confidence. I 
don’t know why that was." 

Graf still holds a 9-5 lead 
over Seles in head-to-head 
meetings and the previous rime 
they met — at the Chase 
Championships in New York 
last November — Graf fought 
back from a first set loss to win 
1-6. 6-4, 6-4. 

Wednesday’s win was Seles’ 
first over Graf since she beat 
her in the 1993 Australian 
Open final. 

Seles won on her debut here 
in 1991 then won the title in 
1992 and 1993 before missing 
the 1994 ‘and 1995 champi- 
onships while she was recover- 
ing after being stabbed by a 
Graf fan in a tournament in 
Hamburg. 

Hingis, who has beaten her 
in six of their eight matches, 
including two of three at Grand 
Slam level, said after beating 
Mary Pierce she was eager to 
have a crack at Seles, who 
extended her unbeaten record 
in Australia to 33 matches. 

Hingis, the No. 2 seed took 
just 76 minutes to beat fierce, 
the 1995 champion who went 
down to her third successive 
defeat to Hingis at Melbourne 
Park. 

Hingis and Pierce have now- 
won five matches each but but 
Pierce's first three wins came 
when the Swiss was only 14- 
year-old 

“I was attacking her serve 
very well and had some great 
returns on the line,” Hingis 
said 

“She was standing so far off 




Steffi Graf of Germany returns to Monica Seles of the U.S. during their quarterfiaS 

! 9 ? 9 Australian °P en Melbourne on Wednesday. Seles defeated Graf 7& 
6-1 (AJFP photo) 


i foe.- 


the middle I had open lines and 
I went for them.” 

Pierce said she decided to 
stand wide on the court to try to 
creaie a sharper angle for her 
shots. 


She said unforced errors — 
26 to Hingis' 17 — were the 
main reason for her loss, but 
she was also troubled by a 
pulled stomach muscle and a 
head cold. 


“To beat her you havetbfi& 
at the top of your game lf#£*f 
cent, which I wasn't.” 
said “But I’ve got ip gfa 
Martina credit She hit sqflfc 
amazing shots. : 


CINEMA 


TEL: 463 - 4 I 44 


CINEMA 


TELr463-4I44 


PHILADEIiPHIA 'l 7 I PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Bruce Willis .. in 

MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30. 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


Adel Imam, Wafa'Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA 7 AL WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30. 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


CINEMA TEL-3655238 ^ 

PLAZA 

■ *-. — 

Comedian 

Mohammad Hiuieidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30. 
S:30, 10:30 



Adel Imam, Wafa’Amer &. 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA f AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30. 2:30, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


ABDOUN 

vn vu'.ctls. com. jo/Galle ria 
Mel Gibson .. in 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 

Shows: 3:00. 6:15. S:30. 10:45 


ABDOUN 

ww.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

One of Walt Disney's 
best movies 

MULAN 

Shows: 3:00. 5:00, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


SOON. . . 

xzmHaq yAsI 

TARAWTJEH > 

His ham Yanis 

& . ... Jtfc 

Amal Al Dabbas — 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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AJUES-tMarch 21 to April 19/ You 'nr a warrior. of couv. hut even 
gpx in a white y°u £d wumi, snugly feelings. That'll be happening 
^ often white the moon’s going through Ciimw. the water agn that 
■i^Bwes Aries. Water signs arc emotional. and you may be surpris'd tn 
gpd y« have an emotional side. .And guess whai? You may even like 

|L_ 

XiVUROS: (April 20 to May 2Qj You’re starting into a pensive phase 
jy^y.tbal will last into tlx: weekend. The moon's tmn.su ihroueli 
Cancff «gn® m Pisces and Mare in Scorpio. This grand trim.* in 

ft - 3 fcf sgns could inspire you to rekindle a bond wnh >ome vpx'ial 
Ejieah: They're the ones you can talk to wiih<..ui saying Winds at all. 
WitocslDnighL 

gg!VlINI:<MaV 21 to June 21 ) You've been imen.-sl*d in ideas LiteJy. 
W now you should ga interested in practical mauens Its great to do 
^retiring yew love, but its even better if you're getting paid for it. Once 
vnjgrfajoh like that, work becomes play, and dm possihilitv is out 
now. In feet, its closer than you think. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22/ You're veiy lucky today. You're 
aacrtjve, calm, gpigccus and inspirational — everything you always 
hoped you'd be. If any other thoughts try' tn get mio \ our head, just shoo 
itam away. Don’t allow them to spoil the pnaty picture you're creating 
fa yourself. Its your life and today vixj can make it be just as lowly as 
yuowanL 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You could wake up today with a .sense oi 
ftjetanin&as if there’s something you promised u> dn that you’ve for- 
gotten aQ about. Actually, odds are high that's actually the case. S»» 
axlay. search your brain and your notepad and the liule scraps of paper 
you've been carrying around in your pocket. Find all the promises 
wu’ve made, and keep them. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) ^bu could have a hrilluni 
freight today, almost os if it was handed to you from on high. If so. its 
becaise you’ve made yourself available for incoming messages by lis- 
i^ning more than you speak. And today, u co-worker will be particular- 
ly whose. Listen, but you may choose to follow your own good sense 1 



LIBRA: (September 23 to October 3) You could make a brilliant 
careermove today. The opportunity could come quickly, and you won't 
hate long to act, so pay attention. 7hercV no shortage of money: bur the’ 
trick is getting it into your pocket All you have to do is provide what's 
reeded. The turd part is figuring out what that Is and hating it there 
on time. Follow a hunch. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 21 > Conditions have .shifted: 
they're now in your favour. A lucky break is predicted, so be watching 
for it Love is abundant, and growing. Yourself-confidence should be. 
too. You may not be in control of the situation, but that's OK. You might 
even choose to pve up control, just far the Am of it If you du. you'll 
acc ess rea l power 

SAGTITARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You may be some- 
thing of a gamhler, but today you'd be wise to squelch that urge. Let Ute 
house /dee in somebody else’s loose change. Speaking of houses, you 
may find a good deal in real estate or get something beautiful for your 
tarns. No gamble here. Its simply a good, solid deal. If you find some- 
ting Eke that, go for iL 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19) Vfenus is going into 
Pisces today, in your solar third house of education, making you even 
smarter than usual. Vfenus symbolises good luck, and so does Jupiter, 
which is also in Pisces. So your luck should be stupendous. In this case. 
it has to do with education. Therefore, you should definitely sign up for 
a class. 

AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February 18) Whatever shenanigans 
you’ve been up to for the last few days apparently have not hurt your 
productivity, because it looks like you’re being considered (bra pn> 
mofian oraraise. Or could it be you're in love with the person who dis- 
penses tiie money? Ham.. At any rate, you're lucky, so be bold. Ask 
for whar you want 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) Hums have .shifiwfagain. and 
this time you're downright lucky. There's a grand trine in water signs, 
airicb makrc you even luckier yet Your intuition is good, and vour atti- 
tude should be improving. Bui instead of racing into action, you may 
chouse lo at and wan. Watch, listen and let someone else stick his or 
her neck out first 


A.F.M TRADE Wednesday.27- 01-99 

ACCESS 4646800 
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BANKS INDEX 


278.270 palm - - 1 ,48% 





SERVICES INDEX 


110.300 point ■ -1.4 



INDU5TRY INDEX 


'/EXPORT Bk (75 




90.230 point- -4.50% 




0.930 0.900 - 3.23% 



RAND INDEX 


175.54 point - 



ARIES: (March 21 to ApriI19i ... 

There’s a grand trine in water •- '• nvMw 

signs. The water sign side of 

yourself might even come out FORECAST FOR FR 

Water signs are the emotional 

oies. They also have intuition. 

Can you see how it might be to the advantage of a wamor to hav e 
extrasensory perception? Watch and listen today, and you may be able 
bp tune into a whole new channel. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) There's someone in your life you 
respect quite a biL He or she is analytical and scientific, and conics up 
with more data than you can ever hope to remember. Today, this per- 
' a» has aS the facts, but might be missing the poinL Thai s what you 
have to offer, if you can find a way to communicate it effectively. Try 
n^etition. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) This looks like a good day io put a 
down payment on a cruise, or that scuba class in Tahiti. Put your 
(Honey where your mouth is, and where your mind has been l or some 
time. You don’t have to worry about losing your luggage it you -do 
your travelling from your armchair, but what's the point? That II never 
be satisfying. Take the plunge. . . 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) This would be an excellent day to tall 
in love. You generally like to be pursued, but today you might make 
an exception to that rule. You might see somebody so deliciously invit- 
ing that you can't help but ask for a date. Plan it for tonight, and it 
, DXikl last all the way through tomorrow morning. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You could come upon a bit of tniorma- 
tion today that should best be kept secret. You may not know which 
bit it is right now, so just keep it all to yourself. Wait and see which 
tets are true, and which one are just hearsay. Today its rather hard to 
tell, but later it’D be crystal clear 

.VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You're opposed to be going 
■'io work, but a friend is urging you to take the day off. What a diiem- 
■m- A person with fewer scruples would probably play hooky: but. 
-Enlightened soul that vou are. you recognise die enormous tvnei il or 
keeping your commitments. You’ll do your job perfectly, en run i 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 23) There's more tiianyou 
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problem areas and design a way 
around them. And if you come up with an easier w av to do your job. 
you'll be worth more money. More can be better. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 lo November 21) Acknowledgement is a 
powerful gift. It benefits both receiver and giver. Today, its your moa 
effective tool. By acknowledging a person who's faithful and true, 
you'll be bringing out the besi in yourself. You could also produce a 
kind ol' nuclear reaction. The love you give comes hack, but exponen- 
tially bigger. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) There arc m* many 
things vou' re interested in learning right now, its hard to say no. Don t 
overdo it. You can only read so many books ui one time, you know. 
Besides, the libraries are full of them. Think of ways to economise 
before you put yourself in the poorhouse trying to leant how to gel 
rich. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 19 1 Romance, or at least 
eood friendship, looks quite likely now, with a neighbour or a friend 
of a sibling. Open yoursell'up lo the possibility. If you have a tnie love, 
the two of you ought to go hang out with other people you both love. 
Lme is obviously the dominant theme here. It'll be hunj u> avoid it. so 
whv even try? 

AQUA KRIS: l January 20 to February I Si A co- worker says one 
thine and ikies another. What's going on? That's the question. The 
answer, again, is to follow the money. You may be tired of hearing 
about money by now. You're more interested in loftier pursuits. Bui u 
does help to keep body and soul together, and its no sin to live well 
Todav. rake care of yourself. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) You're drawing attention from a 
very amacuw person. You’re warm, compassionate, sensitive, 
thoughtful and generous, and so is the person eyeing you. U this a 
match made in heaven? Only time will tell. The only adverse condi- 
tion is a conflict between love and money. Don't trade one lor die other 
by goofing off and getting fired. 


Money flows to emerging 
set to fall further in 1999 - 


LONDON (AFP i — The 
caution resulting from 

crushing losses in Asia and 
Russia will continue to sap 
the flow ol private money 
into emerging markets in 
1499, a co. ilit tun oi leading 
woild bankers said 

Wednesday. 

Net private Capital flows to 
emerging markets are 
e\ peeled in fall to S140 hil- 
!i«m (I2U billion euros 1. 
lower than the total lor the 
1 W8 crisis v car of S 1 50 bi I- 
lion and well below the 
S2Wi billion seen in 1997, 
the institute of Inlet national 
Finance (UFi said. 

Hi ns ever, tluws to die 
economy of the troubled 
Asian region were c.\|iecled 
to double this year to a mod- 
est S33 billion, as outflows 
from the crisis countries of 
Indonesia. Malaysia. South 
Korea. Thailand ,md the 
Philippines slow. 

The !IF predicted that 
those countries would see a 
rise in foreign investment m 
stock markets to Si 8.7 bil- 
lion from SS.5 billion last 


year. 

'The ujjjJnk'fu) Russian 
default and devaluation in 
August had a sharply nega- 
tive impact on confidence 
and fl.ivvs across the mar- 
kets. coining as it did against 
the background of the crisis 
ui Asia." the 111" said. 

“Athough the effect has 
moderated, many investors 
and lenders remain wary 
abi»ut new commitments to 
emerging markets.” it added. 

Foreign banks lost a total 
of Sbt.) billion in emerging 
markets List vear. according 

to the IIF. 

The grouping of private 
brinks warned that emerging 
markets faced a severe cred- 
it crunch, as private hank 
lending was expected to fall 
to just Y5 billion this year 
from 5200 billion in ldy'b. 

However, direct foreign 
investment in emerging mar- 
ket countries was expected 
to remain firm at SI 04 bil- 
lion. Managing director of 
HF. William Dalian, told 
journalist', that stricter bor- 
row imr and lendi nil regime* 


around the world in the 
wake of I he successive eco* 
nomic crises seen last year 
meant that markets and 
natiitnal economies were 
now protected from flagrant 
eonragion from Brazil. 

Emerging nutrkeis ".ire 
better prepared to withstand 
live winds of contagion than 
they were." Dallara said. 

UF and HSBC bank chair- 
man. John Bond, said of the 
banks, including his own. 
that had lost so heavily to 
emerging markets last year: 
"Most oi those have already 
revised their practices quite 
ricuroUxly" 

Despite the lessons learned 
in Asia. Brazil and Latin 
America were hcaJing for a 
hi Cal. year, the IIF wanted. 

Growth in Latin America 
would stagnate this year, and 
taJ: by 3.5 percent tn Brazil 
Meanwhile, private capital 
flow s were seen falling by 
hall to 554 billion in 1999. 

In its report on the finan- 
cial crises of emerging coun- 
tries. the (IF advocates "new 
approaches tor more direct 


markets 

-IIF 


and comprehensive con t nets 
and consult jnon between 
the governments of nvajor 
emerging market economies 
and their private sector cred- 
itors and ins estors." 

"A much closer dialogue 
could enhance considerably 
the stability of the inter na- 
tional financial system .tnd 
avoid rude surprises." sji.l 
11F deputy managing direc- 
tor William Cline. 

Cline said Mexico had 
successfully led the way tn 
1990 after the peso crisis 

"Emerging markets have 
to know and understand u ho 
are then creditors, and \ tcc- 
versa.” said IIF Managing 
Director Charles Dallara. 

"In the Case of Korea, with 
mure familiarity, the depth 
of the crisis would hav e been 
minimized." Dal Lira aJdeJ. 

Participants in the regular 
meetings proposed by the 
report would include repre- 
sentatives v*t banks, invest- 
ment funds, pension funds 
on the one hand, and central 
bank authorities of the donor 
countrv on the other. 


Exchange 


money in 



Offer valid when you send 
monev and until stocks last. 

• Fast • Reliable * Secure 

Cairo Amman Bank, 

Wadi Saqra Street, 

PQ Box 950661, 

Amman 11193, Jordan. 

Tel: (06) 465 3CS2 


Cuiro Afiioun fi*nk 


WESTERN MONEY 
UNION TRANSFER 


The fastest way to send money worldwide.' 
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Amra Forum 
Hole). Amman 




Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Bm^hed & Unfurnished 

fa more information call: 
Abdoufl Real Estate 




Web Site is 

^wW.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 

at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 CM. 

Shmelsani - Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 

> Tel: 822891^ 
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Quality Serviced Suites 



5lh Circle 
Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal 19 ao.com.jci 


h FOR 
TRENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajorst Complex 

t»l 5864230 -58651671 
Mobile: 079/537588 | 


mi<x mum 

Hotel 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 




Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 


Ljour TrUnc( 2 i| 4 ®sfc 




Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
lunch: I2:3up.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: t»:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
Ccrnun codec and cakri served .til day 

Svwilieh - Al Hamra Si reel Tel: SSI 9730 / 5SH»Sl 
PO Box Amman- 1 1 1 IS Iordan 











































